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Demjanjuk appeal enters last stage 

TEL AVIV — John Demjanjuk’s lawyer told the Israeli supreme court on — 
Monday that 80 piece of evidence proved his client was not cwt 'wr gas 
chamber operator “Ivan the terrible.” Attorney Yoran Sheftd was 
begjmnmg Demjanjuk’s final appeal, asking the court to overturn bus 1988 
war crimes conviction and death sentence. Demjanjuk, 72, was extradited 
in 1986 from Cleveland in the United States where he settled after the ». 
war. The supreme court, doc to hear final arguments into next week, s 
Ukdy to take months to hand down a ruling. She ft el aid five Jewish 
survivors, witnesses mistakenly identified the accused, bom Ivan Demjan- 
juk, as the “Ivan" of TrebGnka death camp when new evidence showed 
the killer was a man named Ivan Marchenko. The Lawyer newly 
uncovered Nazi files and statements by 37 camp guards given up to 45 
years ago showed ‘Ivan’ was an older man with a facia] scar who was die 
married Either of three at a tune when Demjanjuk was single. "Today 
there are 80 pieces of evidence and it’s so simple Cor the defence to show 
unequivocally and quite completely that Ivan the terrible is not Ivan 
Demjanjuk," Sheftel said. 
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Small investors get 10% of Al Rayan deposits 

CAIRO (R) — Hundreds of small depositors, including some who had 
lost their life-savings, received 10 per cent of their money after Egypt 
started paying out pan of 1.5 billion pounds {$450 million) owed by the 
collapsed A! Rayan Islamic Investment Co. “Today is the day of beggars 
(small investors) who sold their gold to invest with Al Rayan” said a veiled 
women after collecting 200 pounds (S60) on Monday. The government 
cracked down on Islamic investment houses in 1988, saying that some of 
them had been paying out new deposits as dividends from investment. 
Over 100 such firms flourished in the mid-1980s, promising returns of 
about 20 per cent at a time when interest rates at commercial banks were 
around eight per cent. Cairo took charge of Al Rayan companies, assets 
and local bank accounts and a total of 159,112 depositors have oecn urging 
the government for the post four years to honour their investment. "Sure 
some money had been smuggled abroad but how much and where?” said 
Police Lieutenant-Colonel Ahmad Abu Al Nasr who is involved in the 
liquidauc^of Al Rayan. 
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S. Arabia rejects 
human rights 
charges 

RIYADH (AP) — Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan, the third 
ranking man in Saudi Arabia, 
denied charges of human rights 
violations in the kingdom, news 
reports said Monday. “Those 
making the charges against the 
kingdom are those who essential- 
ly do not believe in the human 
being," Prince Sultan was quoted 
as saying in Sunday at a military 
ceremony. ’The killing, looting 
and usurpation going around the 
world, whether in civilised and 
advanced big nations or nations 
of the Third World, is totally 
opposed by our Islamic faith and 
with the realities in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia,” he said. Prince 
Sultan said he referred to “the 
vicious propaganda campaigns 
that target the kingdom, especial- 
ly regarding Iraqi refugees in 
Saudi Arabia. It is the result of 
continuous envy, and we shall 
stand up to it with good and 
positive work.' 

Coalition jet crashes 
in Iraq 

ANKARA (AP) — A French 
Mirage F-l warplane from a 
coalition force based in Turkey 
crashed in northern Iraq on Mon- 
day after the pilot ejected safely, 
a Kurdish official said. The jet 
crashed because of a technical 
malfunction and came down at 
12:20 p.m. (0820 GMT) in an 
empty field in the ‘Ain Kawa 
district of tire Kurdish town of 
Erbil, said Safeen Dizai, the Kur- 
dish Democratic Part (KDP) rep- 
resentative in Ankara. Mr. Dizai 
said the pilot was safe. ' 
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■ r . ^ Sudan claims m6re 
rebel defections 

• . — »£ 

• -■ KHARTOUM (AP) — The gov- 
— c ji- ernment on Monday claimed 

,» : more mass defections to the 

. ... ;v.> army, about 700 southern rebels 
--Jr. from the Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA). The officL 
man hitsrecffl agency SUNA said a mem- 
11 - ■•,, 41 *' ter of the ruling ra flitary junta, 

> million Major General Al Tigani Adam 
slot machine A] Tahir, visited the defectors 
Sunday at the Bong army canison 
... ■ in the southern part of the Blue 

_ Nile region. The area is close to 
l' :T s Upper Nile, one of three south- 
' i r- : k c rn regions where antr- 
. .. . . government rebels have fought 
.j Ij:. since 1983. The reported defec- 
. y.r.s dons brought to 1,300 the mun- 
' ’ ' - ' ’.’f bw °f rebels said to have changed 

• .'"'•j sides in less than 10 days. Author- 
ities in the southwestern Kordo- 
fan region said on May 24 that 

• 600 rebel soldiers surrendered to 
'*/ the army there. 

J Somali gunmen loot 
? food at airport 

NAIROBI (R) — Gunmen at 
Somalia's Mogadishu airport 
7 , tooted food and 'drugs flown in 
fV'W^er the weekend to save starving 
children, relief workers said on 
Monday.- They said gunmen stole 
800 ltilos of medical supplies 
brought by a Red Cross plane and 
made off with six tonnes of Un- 
ited Nations high-protein food 
mix for malnourished children 
which landed on a second flight. 

. The baudity highlighted anarchy 
'.in the capital, Mogadishu, where 
'l rival dans of the United Somali 

* 7 . l ; Congress have held sway since 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bane 

- : f ' fled in January 1991. It was one 
V. v ' of the most serions aid thefts 
". V s ; since rival warlords agreed .a 
■ 7. : shakey ceasefire under U.N. au- 

■’ spices in march to allow relief 

‘.'r :>•' supplies into the country (see 
2 ). 
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-'^.Algerian forces kiII2 
; V In clash 

Algiers (R) — Algerian 

‘ .security forces killed at least two 
armed Muslim fundamentalists 
* ■*. Mo nday during a dash in Blida r 
s ’ > 50 kilometres son* of the capital, 
.A"; the official news agency APS 
' said. A third member of a fiwe- 
. * v ‘ Strong group, trapped by security 
a: forces in the town’s worldng class 

,i.- "V ffletrirt of Ben Boulaid, was 
wounded, APS said, adding that 
^-■7 .- the foil was provisionai. The 
para-military gendarmerie on 
‘ y Sunday said security forces hunt- 
r‘ tag armed fundamentalist groups 
V- the past month planned to 

’• intensify their sweep of the hffitid- 
r’ .-; ja area, between Blida and 
, . Aimers, where most are believed 
l-i ■» ‘-.‘to be hiding. 


Arafat reportedly in stable 
condition after brain surgery 




By I .amfc K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat was reported in 
satisfactory condition Tuesday af- 
ter undergoing emergency 
surgery to remove a blood dot 
from his brain caused by bruises 
sustained in a plane crasb over 
the Libyan desert In ApriL 

Doctors said that the 90-minute 
operation, performed by a Jorda- 
nian medical team at the Al 
Hussein Medical City, was suc- 
cessful and that Mr. Arafat, 62 
will be discharged on Wednes- 
day. 

. "The operation was successful. 
Mr. Arafat is fine and he wfli be 
discharged on Wednesday,” Dr. 
Yousef Qottsous, head of the Al 
Hussein Medical City, announced 
Monday night. 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), was scheduled to 
leave for Iraq when severe 
headaches prompted him to heed 
doctor’s advice to undergo 
surgery, sources said. 

“He is doing very well” after 
the surgery, Mr. Arafat’s private 
physician and long time friend. 
Dr. Ashraf Kurdi, was quoted as 
saying by the Associated Press. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who held a round of formal talks 
with Mr. Arafat Sunday, accom- 
panied the PLO chairman to the 
hospital and did not leave until 
Mr. Arafat regained consious- 
ness, hospital sources said.' 

^^PaJettinian sources said that 
Mr. Arafett 'ldoked in a good 


condition and he talked to 
Palestinian officials who were at 
the hosptial after the operation. 

Palestinian sources said Mr. 
Arafat's wife, Suha Tawil, was 
flying in late Monday. 

Specialists said that the dot 
was not life-threatening but its 
discovery in time for a surgery 
had saved Mr. Arafat from a 
possible paralysis. 

It was the second time in two 
months that Mr. Arafat survived 
a crisis. 

His I5-honr disappearance 
when his plane nosedived in the 
Libyan desert in April sent shock 
waves among the Palestinian peo- 
ple in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories and in the diaspora and 
reports of his survival were 
greeted with relief and joy. 

But the airorash, and the sus- 
penseful hours prior to the pro- 
nouncement Monday that the op- 
eration was successful underlined 
the fears of many that Mr. Ara- 
fat’s demise would leave a politic- 
al vacuum in the Palestinian lead- 
ership and could lead to a fierce 
power-struggle within the ranks 
of the PLO. 

Supporters and oponents alike 
fear that his absence could 
seriously undermine the Palesti- 
nian national movement and uni- 
ty. For despite continuous and 
even increasing criticism of his 
individualistic leadership style, be 
is still the only leader that enjoys 
consensus among the various 
trends and an uncontested popu- 
lar support. 

Furthermore the PLO lacks a. 
well-defined mechanism to elect a 


successor and the leadership has 
failed to introduce one even after 
the panic that struck Palestinian 
leaders in Tunis and in the occu- 
pied territories when Mr. Arafat 
was lost in the Libyan desert. 

In public some officials even 
dismissed the issue stressing that 
electing a successor was not' a 
problem; yet most of them con- 
ceded m public and private that 
Mr. Arafat's absence would 
jeopardise the Palestinian strug- 
gle. 

After the plane crash, Mr. Ara- 
fat, whose position was consoli- 
dated by the expressions of wide 
popular support during and after 
his disappearance, did not take 
enough rest and almost im- 
mediately resumed his duties and 
travels after returning to Tunis. 

After the accident Mr. Arafat 
was reportedly doing fine until he 
started suffering from severe 
headaches. A workaholic who is 
-content with a few hoars of sleep, 
Mr. Arafat is used to function 
under duress and pain and does 
not stop unless be is practically 
forced to. 

Therefore, it was not surprising 1 
that Mr. Arafat was planning to 
visit Baghdad and endure the 
10 -hour overland trip under the 
scorching suii, when specialists, 
including bis own personal physi- 
cian, had discovered the clot and 
suggested surgery. 

Specialists said that Mr. Arafat 
suffered from bilateral subdural 
haematoma (blood under the 
membrane covering die brain). 
.According to Dr. Oousous, the 
case generally occurs from 


bruises such as the ones sustained 
by Mr. Arafat's plane accident. 

Specialists said that haemato- 
ma usually occurs around two 
months after such accidents. Mr. 
Arafat's plane crashed on April 7 
while he was travelling between 
Libya and Sudan. Two co-pilots 
and a Roman engineer were kil- 
led while two of Mr. Arafat's 
bodyguards were badly injured. 

Mr. Arafat has survived several 
assassination attempts and wars, 
but be has always defiantly re- 
mained in the battle fronts, gain- 
ing an image of a tough, almost 
legendary survivor. 

AP adds: Dr. Oousous said the 
operation was performed by the 
hospital's chief neurologists. Dr. 
Adel Shreydeh. Dr. Oousous and 
Dr. Kurdi attended. 

Dr. Oousous said Mr. Arafat, 
complaining of recurrent 
headaches, underwent medical 
checkups on Sunday at the cen- 
tre, one of tiie Middle East's most 
sophisticated institutions. Doc- 
tors detected a clot under the 
skull caused by bleeding, and told 
him that he would eventually 
have to undergo surgery. 

“It was not a life threatening 
situation,” Dr. Oousous said. He 
said that In the plane crash, Mr. 
Arafat suffered a severe head 
bump. That, he explained, 
caused internal haemorrhage and 
resulted in blood clotting. 

“When we opened the skull 
today we found a collection of 


(Contfanicd on page 5) 



Palestinian i**«i*r Yasser Arafat photographed upon his arrival in Amman from Damascus Sunday 
(photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


Iraq rejects new 
border with Kuwait 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraq has told the United Na- 
tions that it refuses to recognise a 
new U.N.-surveyed border with 
Kuwait, diplomats said Monday. 

The rejection, which was sent 
to U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali in a 57-page letter in 
Arabic, violates a basic condition 
of the trace that ended the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The new boundary was estab- 
lished last month by U.N. sur- 
veyors and pushed the border 
deeper into Iraq, giving Kuwait 
10 new ofl wells and an aban- 
doned Iraqi naval base at Umm 
Qasr. 

In the letter, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Hussein Khu- 
dayer said the redrawing of the 
-bonder is “illegitimate,’' accord- 
ing to diplomats. 

It repeated Baghdad’s view 
that Kuwait was actually a part of 
Iraq that had been sliced off by 
the British colonial empire, one 
of the reasons Iraqi. President 
Saddam Hussein used as a justi- 
fication for the Gulf war. 

“The decisions taken by the 
Iraq-Knwait bonder demarcation 
commission are illegitimate and 
they constitute a dangerous pre- 
cedent in the history of the inter- 
national organisation," the letter 
said, aocorffing to the Iraqi News 
Agency. 

The U.N. commistion recom- 
mending in April that the border 
be moved northwards, giving 
Kuwait most of Iraq's main naval 
base at Umm Qasr and a larger 


share in the Rumailah oilfield. 
The recommendation has yet to 
be ratified by the Security Coun- 
cil. 

Iraq said the commission's rul- 
ing was “a mere political derision 
imposed by powers exerting au- 
thority in the- Security Council, 
especially the United States and 
Britain-" 

- It warned that Security Council 
ratification of the border would 
“create a permanent nucleus for 
tension’’ in the region. 

Former U.S. Ambassador Tho- 
mas R. Pickering had previously 
said that if Baghdad did not 
accept tiie new bonier, economic 
sanctions will' remain damped on 
■Iraq. 

Mr. Pickering has since taken 
up a new post as ambassador to 
India. His replacement at the 
United Nations is Edward Per- 
kins. 

The truce that ended the Gulf 
war in April 1991 listed as its first 
demand that Iraq recognise the 
^inviolability of the international 
.boundary and the allocation of 
islands" set out in a 1963 agree- 
ment between Iraq and Kuwait. 

That resolution officially ended 
hostilities, although the U.S.-led 
allied coalition had ousted Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait at the end of 
January 1991. 

The U.N. border commission 
worked from the end of hostilities 
until this spring to demarcate the 
poorly marked frontier, most of 
which crosses desert with few 
landmarks. 


Israeli warplanes come 
under Syrian fire again 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian 
troops fired anti-aircraft guns 
against Israeli warplanes over- 
flying the eastern Bekaa Valley 
Monday in the third such incident 
in two weeks, police said. 

They said the intruding jets 
made no bombing sorties and no 
bits were scored in the ground-to- 
air barrage that lasted five mi- 
nutes. 

The Syrians fired from the 
vicinity of the ancient city of 
Baalbek, but the type of guns 
they used was not immediately 
known, police said. 

It was the third time that Syrian 
batteries have taken action 
against Israeli jets during the past 
two weeks of confrontations be- 
tween the Israelis and Lebanese 
resistance, police said. 

Syria has 40,000 troops based 
in Lebanon under a 1976 Arab 
League peacekeeping mandate. 

In South Lebanon, Israeli war- 
planes buzzed the port city of 
Sidon and the hills to the east in 
mock air raids. 

Israeli warplanes on Sunday 
blasted a training base of the 
pro-Iranian HizboQah for the 
second time m as many weeks 
near the village of Janta, just west 
of tire Syrian border. , 

Israeli helicopter gunships also 
rocketed the houses of two local 
Hizbollah commanders in South 
Lebanon minutes after the Janta 
air raid. Police reported three 
people were wounded. 

That brought to 25 killed and 
63 the overall toD confrontation 
betwen Israel and Hizbollah since 
May 19. 


U.S. Ambassador Ryan Crock- 
er said Washington was "watch- 
ing closely with a real sense of 
worry the escalation of violence 
in South Lebanon." 

He made the statement after an 
hour-long meeting in Beirut with 
Prime Minister Rashid Solh. 

"The United States has been 
urging the governments of Leba- 
non, Syria and Israel to exercise 
every possible influence that 
could end the escalation,” Mr. 
Crocker added. 

Asked whether he pressed 
anew the U.S. call that Hizbollah 
be disarmed like all other militias 
that fought in Lebanon's 1975- 
1990 civil war, Mr. Crocker said: 

“The U.S. position on this 
issue is dear. The Lebanese gov- 
ernment is the only legitimate 
authority in this region and the 
Lebanese army is the only legiti- 
mate instrument there. There 
should be an option between the 
legitimate authority and the mili- 
tias.” 

Mr. Solh’s cabinet says that no 
Lebanese group involved in guer- 
rilla warfare against an enclave 
Israel occupies in South Lebanon 
would be disarmed. 

“There is a stark difference 
between militia arms and the 
weapons of the resistance move- 
ment,” Foreign Minister Faris 
Bweiz said. 

“The resistance is the right of 
every nation so long as its terri- 
tory, or part of it, is occupied. So 
the weapons used in that resist- 
ance cannot be classified as mili- 
tia weapons," he said. 


Iranian officials warn of harsh crackdown after riots 


Gazans 
call for 
sanctions 
on Israel 

OCCUPIED GAZA (Agen- 
cies) — Palestinian leaders 
appealed to the international 
community on Monday to im- 
pose sanctions on Israel for 
depriving thousands of Palesti- 
nians of their livelihood by 
sealing off the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

Israel barred Palestinians 
travelling out of the strip to 
their jobs in Israd eight days 
ago when a Gaza resident kil- 
led an Israeli girl in the Tel 
Aviv suburb of Bat Yam. 

The Palestinian leaders, who 
called a news conference in 
Gaza, said 60,000 workers 
were prevented from getting to 
work and their families were 
suffering. 

“We demand ... sanctions 
on the occupation state and 
international protection for the 
occupied territories,” said a 
statement by Gaza leaders in- 
cluding two delegates to Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

They said the Bat Yam kill- 
ing was a pretext for collective 
punishment. 

“The Israeli government 
used it as a pretext to impose 
collective punishment on all 
the population of the Gaza 
Strip and isolated the strip 
completely, preventing 60,000 
.workers from going to work in 
Israel and depriving them and 
their children of their liveli- 
hood.'’ 

An Israeli army spokes- 
woman said die closure would 
be in effect “until further 
notice." 

The Palestinian leaders said 
although the closure order did 
not preclude travel inside the 
area, a curfew on the town of 
Deir Al Balah in the middle of 
the strip in effect cut its north- 
ern half from the south, with 
no possibility of travel between 
them. 

The army spokeswoman 
said: "It is not our policy to 
divide the area although be- 
cause of the Deir Al Balah 
curfew the passage is in fact 
impossible." 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A 
senior Iranian official on Monday 
condemned widespread anti- 
government demonstrations 
sparked by economic unrest, and 
warned that the Islamic Republic 
will brook no opposition, Tehran 
Television reported. 

Many Iranians, fed up with 
runaway inflation, shortages, and 
gross misman agement, went on a 
rampage in several cities through- 
out the country over the past 
month. 

Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi, 
tiie head of the judiciary, warned 
that the esta blishm ent will crack 
down on "any violation of the law 
resolutely and with power.” 

Protests; in Shiraz, Arak and. 
Mashhad, have alarmed officials. 
They are the first serious chal- 
lenge to the country’s Islamic 
iment since it was estab- 
foUowing upheaval of the 


1975 revolution. 

IN a rare admission of disturb- 
ances, state-run Tehran Radio 
reported tens of thousands of 
shantytown residents in Mashhad 
went on a rampage of looting and 
arson Saturday, after government 
workers tried to raze squatter 
dwellings. 

Iranian newspapers, operating 
under censorship, made oblique 
references last week to demon- 
strations in Arak, capital of cen- 
tral Markazi province, in which 
2,000 6 ) 3,000 people were .re- 
portedly arrested. 

Similar unrest was also re- 
ported in Shiraz last month. 

An Iranian opposition group, 
’the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, said 
Monday that Mashhad was under 
martial law. 

Hie group said in a statement 
that several people were shoe 
dead in Saturday's dashes with 


law enforcement officers, -and 
that “some 1,000 were arrested." 

The Mujabedeen said the main 
protest march took place along 
Mashhad's Imam Khomeini 
Street, leading to Martyrs' 
Square. 

It said Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards had opened fire on the 
protesters. 

Four police stations were dis- 
armed by protesters during Satur- 
day night and a number of 
weapons were seized, the Mu- 
jahedeen said. 

Commercial life was at a stand- 
still and government offices re- 
mained dosed, residents said. 
Goods of black smoke hung over 
tiie dty. 

Yazdi said that resort to vio-; 
fence, “even if it is to gain bgjti-‘ 
mate rights, is considered a viola- 
tion of the law, and win be dealt 
with speedily.” 


Iran's interior minister, Abdol- 
lah Noun, blamed “saboteurs" 
for the rampages, and said the 
protests in Mashhad were the 
result of "excessive kindness and 
mercy shown by our Islamic gov- 
ernment — something which has 
emboldened some hoodlums and 
thugs.” 

He called Sunday for speedy 
p unishm ent of those involved, 
and branded them “mofeed " or 
corrupt, a designation which car- 
ries the death sentence under 
Iranian law. 

“Such moves which can disturb 
our beloved people’s peace shall 

not be permitted and will be dealt 

with as rigorously as possible” he 
said. 

Earlier this month. President 
Hashemi Raftaojani’s govern- 
‘ment ordered that salaries of civil 
servants be doubled, in an effort 
.to stem growing unrest. 


Last week, in a ceremony 
opening tbe new parliament 
elected in April and May, Mr. 
Rafsanjani painted a grim picture 
of tbe economy, but promised to 
turn things around. 

Mr. Rafsanjani wants to open 
up the economy, and improve 
relations with the West to attract 
investment and technology. 

Last month his government 
said there was do limit to foreign 
ownership in Iran, a move which 
runs counter to the constitution. 

In the election, his supporters 
routed hardline rivals who had 
opposed any opening to the 
West, and called for strict control 
of the economy. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who is up for 
selection next year for another 
four-year term, must quell the 
Unrest and improve economic con- 
ditions. 


Palestinians endorse 
‘covenant of honour’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinian leaders in the 
Israeli-occupied territories have 
banned killing of suspected infor- 
mers and outlawed internecine 
violence. 

A one-page statement entitled 
“A National Covenant of Honour 
to Protect the Human ' Rights of 
Palestinians’' obtained by Reu- 
ters on Monday sought to end 
"negative practices" which 
stained the image of the four-and- 
a-half-year-old uprising against 
Israel. 

“We, the representatives of 
Palestinian public opinion and 
institutions in the occupied terri- 
tories, in order to put an end to 
all that violates human rights, 
baric freedoms and the dignity of 
individuals, announce ... 

“An absolute prohibition on 
any individual or group from 
giving themselves the right to 
take lives of others ... and to 


regard any decision regarding this 
matter a political decision which 
must be dealt with by the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion) the document said. 

Leaders of the uprising en- 
dorsed the covenant "to ensure 
the security of the Palestinian 
society.” 

The call came after many 
prominent Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip pub- 
licly spoke against the killings and 
other negative features of the 
revolt. Palestinian activists have 
killed more than 474 Arabs in the 
uprising, most as suspected infor- 
mers. 

Palestinian sources said repre- 
sentatives of various PLO fac- 
tions and other local leaders 
signed the document. The Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas), 
which vies with the PLO for 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ashrawi stresses need for 
larger EC role in talks 


LONDON (R) — Palestinian 
spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi 
urged tbe European Community 
(EC) on Monday to play 3 more 
active role in Middle East peace 
efforts. 

Dr. Ashrawi, on a week-long 
visit to Britain, said she hoped to 
persuade the British government, 
which takes over the six-month 
EC presidency in July, to press 
the Palestinian cause and urge the 
EC become more involved in the 
peace process. 

“The EC potentially could play 
a very big role," Dr. Ashrawi said 
in an interview. "They are very 
powerful ... they should have a 
political role commensurate with 
that power." 

The EC has been involved in 
promoting human rights and de- 
velopment in the region and 
could do more in these areas but 
the primary role should be a 
political one, said Dr. Ashrawi, 


member of the Palestinian gui- 
dance committee at talks aimed 
at bringing peace to the Middle 
East. 

Current EC President Portugal 
called last month for a greater 
role for the community in the 
talks, sponsored by the United 
States and Russia. 

The talks between Israel and 
the Arabs began last October but 
have made linle progress on sub- 
stantive issues. The EC has been 
involved in multilateral meetings 
designed to complement the main 
negotiations. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), said last month it 
would like the EC to co-sponsor 
the talks. 

Dr. Ashrawi said she expected 
to meet British officials before 
she leaves on Wednesday and 
would seek government help on 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hekmatyar takes up 
seat in ruling council 


KABUL (R) — Aides of fun- 
damentalist guerrilla leader Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar said he had 
attended a meeting of a key 
ruling body for the first time on 
Sunday, the same day as Afgha- 
nistan’s new president accused 
the rebel chief of trying (o shoot 
down his plane. - 

Mr. Hekmatyar took up his 
seat at a meeting of the lead- 
ership council, the aides said on 
Monday, apparently ending bis 
boycott of the faction-ridden 
guerrilla coalition which took 
power in Kabul a month ago. 

Interim President Sibghatullah 
Mojaddidi. told journalists on 
Sunday the attempt to blast his 
airliner out of the sky as it flew 
into Kabul from Pakistan on Fri- 
day was probably the work of Mr. 
Hekmatyar. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e- 
Islami party, which fought pitch- 
ed battles against forces loyal to 
Mr, Mojaddidi in late April and 
early May, called Mr. Mojaddi- 
di's remarks a “baseless accusa- 
tion.” 

The president did not attend 
the leadership council meeting. 


held at a former royal summer 
palace on the outskirts of Kabul 
which was badly damaged in the 
fighting. 

"The president was too busy to 
go," a government spokesman 
said. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s aides said the 
meeting passed resolutions call- 
ing for non-Islamic parlies to be 
banned and for a five-point peace 
plan brokered between Mr. Hek- 
matyar and rival guerrilla factions 
to be implemented. 

It .also called for a new body to 
be set up to govern national 
television and radio, which has 
become a batteiground between 
rival factions. 

Mr. Mojaddidi is seen as a 
moderate opposed to a strongly 
Islamic government and to the 
terms of peace pacts signed with 
Mr. Hekmatyar over the last two 
weeks. 

The Jihad Council, a governing 
body headed by Mr. Mojaddidi, 
declared on Saturday that peace 
agreements signed among guerrfl- 
la groups did not necessarily have 
government approval. 
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zMiddle East News 


Saudis warn oilmen again 
in Yemen border dispute 


NICOSIA (AP) — Saudi Arabia 
has warned oil companies operat- 
ing in a disputed border region of 
Yemen to stop drilling for the 
second time this year, saying they 
are ‘‘trespassing” on Saudi terri- 
tory, the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) reported 
Monday. 

The Saudi Foreign Ministry 
first ordered oil companies to 
move out of the disputed area 
along the frontier in Yemen's 
Shabwa, ' Hadramut and A1 
Mahara provinces March 21. 

The Saudi action in March trig- 
gered a new flare-up in a border 
dispute which has been running 
since the 1920s, when Yemen lost 
three provinces to Saudi Arabia. 

The respected oil industry 
newsletter, published in Nicosia, 
said the latest Saudi letters were 
sent to the U.S. Hunt Oil Com- 
pany, which has been operating 
in Yemen for 10 years, and the 
Phillips- International Petroleum 
Corporation group. 

It said the letters warned the 
companies that their concession 
areas were in “disputed lands 
between the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and the Yemen republic.” 

The letters said Saudi Arabia 
“considered this an intransigence 
and will take any necessary action 


to protect the sanctity of its bor- 
ders/* 

The letters did not elaborate. 
But there were reports that the 
Saudis carried out military man- 
euvers near Che border region 
after the oil companies were 
warned to stop drilling in March. 

MEES quoted Hunt as saying 
after it received the new letter 
sent in mid-May that it “recog- 
nises that a number of political 
and economic issues exist” be- 
tween Saudi Arabia and Yemen. 

But the oil company said it 
feels that “issues related to bor- 
der demarcations and other poli- 
tical matters should be addressed 
to the governments of the coun- 
tries involved and not private 
sector oil companies.” 

The MEES report was pub- 
lished three days after the Saudi 
government said it was prepared 
to negotiate a settlement of the 
dispute and delinate the frontier. 

That was the first official ack- 
nowledgement by Riyadh that 
there is a dispute since it first sent 
letters to the oil companies more 
than two months ago. 

These were sent to British Pet- 
roleum, Petro-Canada, Ireland's 
Tullow oil and Elf Petrol and, a 
Dutch subsidiary of France’s Elf 


Aquitaine. 

BP stopped drilling in its Antu- 
fash concession area last month, 
declaring fence majeure following 
the Saudi warning. Yemen's oil 
and Mineral Resources Ministry 
accused BP of violating its con- 
tract 

So far as is known, none of the 
other companies has formally 
halted operations, which at this 
stage are mainly exploratory. 

However, the Saudi threats will 
probably slow down prospecting 
since no oil company is likely to 
invest in fields in disputed areas. 

It is not clear why the Saudis 
began flexing their muscles on the 
border issue at this time. 

But a 1932 treaty which sup- 
posed fixed the border between 
North Yemen — which merged 
with South Yemen in May 1990 
— and Saudi Arabia is due for 
renewal in 1994. 

The dispute sharpened con- 
siderably when the Yemenis, for 
long the poorest in the Arab 
World, discovered oil a decade 
ago. 

Saudi unease heightened with 
the May 1990 merger, which 
makes Yemen with 12 million 
people the most populous state 
on the Arabian Peninsula. 




National / air conditioners 

Harmony for Tomorrow 


"Life space' changes dramatically in an extremely short time. 

Beginning with the layout of the space, a great many requirements must be carefully considered 
and harmonized ... lighting, colors, acoustics ...and now one more indispensable element ... air 
conditioning equipment. 

The new National/Panasonic air conditioner indudes the most modem technological advances 
in a great many areas: quietness, color, thinness, air distribu bon , opera Uonability , etc. so that 
you can take maximum advantageous features in the creation of newly air conditioned space. 



Duty free units are available 


69 National/Panasonic 

National and Panasonic are the brandnames o! Matsushita Doctrtc 


Ismail Bilbeisi & Co. 

Mecca Str. Tel. 815439 815457 


Kurdish 
assembly 
empowers 
parties, 
not peoples 

SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 
Northern Iraq's new parliament 
will be a political landmark for 
Kurds but looks like business as 
usual for the guerrilla-based par- 
ties that have been running the 
area, for the past two years. 

Members, who open their first 
session on Wednesday, owe their 
seats mainly to their party ties. 

Senior posts have been shared 
out in backroom deals. 

The parties and their guerrilla 
armies have, up to now, collected 
and distributed public funds. 
Many Kurds will be watching to 
see how far they surrender such 
powers to new, more democratic 
institutions. 

Those who thought last 
month's elections would mean 
“power to the people” may be in 
for a disappointment. 

“I am afraid the people expect 
too much/' says Jalal Talabani, 
leader of one of the two main 
parties. “All their hopes are with 
the new parliament.” 

The" elections — regarded by 
Kurds as their first free vote — 
ended in a virtual dead heat 
between Mr. Talabani and Mr. 
Massoud Barzani, the two main 
guerrilla chiefs. 

Neither gained the majority 
necessary to become paramount 
leader of the Kurds, so a runoff 
will be held in several months. 

Mr. Barzani's Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) won 50 
seats in the parliamentary ballot- 
ing, as did the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) beaded by Mr. 
Talabani. 

Five additional seats were re- 
served for Assyrian Christians. 

The KDP and PUK both ran 
hand-picked lists of 100 candi- 
dates for parliament, from which 
party leaders have selected 50 
each. 

Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani 
emphasise their choices included 
non-party members, but every 
parliamentarian is expected to 
support the sponsoring party's 
line on important votes. 

While the speaker is supposed 
to be elected by parliament, Mr. 
Barzani and Mr. Talabani have 
abeqdy agreed the jqb wjjl go to a 
KDP representative. 

The head of the new executive 
council will be a PUK member. 
Cabinet slots on the council are 
being divided between the two 
major parties as well, with a few 
saved for minor party heads. 

• The first test of parliament's 
responsiveness to the people will 
be its budget. 

Before the elections, northern 
Iraq was ran by the Kurdistan 
Front, an alliance of eight politic- 
al parties backed by guerrilla 
armies. 

The front controlled revenues 
— customs duties from the bor- 
der, humanitarian aid, taxes — 
and shared them among the par- 
ties who undertook rebuilding, 
health and welfare projects. 

Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani 
say parliament should take com- 
plete control of Kurdistan's re- 
venues and make its own budget. 

Another major step would be 
consolidating party militias into a 
unified force. 

Paying, feeding, training and 
equipping these several hundred 
thousand men is a huge burden 
but is accepted as necessary by 
people facing 100,000 Iraq gov- 
ernment troops along the region’s 
southern limit. 

In exchange, many Kurds hope 
to see northern Iraq Tilled by-law 
rather than militia whim. 

“I want Peshmerga to stop 
taking cigarettes and food at 
checkpoints," said Erbfl sbopow- 
ocr Mohammad Hassan Ali. 
“Under a democracy they must 
use their kalashnikovs for us, not 
against us.” 


S. Arabia levels personal 
attack on Sudan leader 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia has launched a bitter per- 
sonal attack against Sudanese 
leader Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
after be accused the kingdom of 
supporting southern Sudanese re- 
bels. ' 

A Saudi spokesman said a 
statement by Ueuteaazit-Geaeral 
Bashir to Sudanese media last 
Wednesday that the kingdom had 
tried to send arms to the rebel 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation 
Army (SPLA) was “Loathsome 
... and unfounded in form and 
content.” 

“We demand that the ruler of 
Sudan prove the false allegations 
he is misleading his people with," 
the state-run Saudi Press Agency 
(SLA) quoted the spokesman as 
saying on Sunday. 

Saudi Arabia considers Gen. 
Bashir, who sided with Iraq in the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis, as “represent- 
ing only himself,” be said. 

Gen. Bashir said last week that 
Saudi ships tried to unload aims 
for the rebels at a port of a 
“friendly African state” bat were 
turned back. 

He did not identify the state 
involved, nor the type of weapons 
routed to the rebels. 

“Perhaps he was paid for this 
shameful stance from the bead of 
sedition (Iraqi President) Saddam 
Hussein,” added the Saudi 


The spokesman detailed pre- 
vious Saudi grants and soft loans 
totalling $2.7 billion to Sudan. He 
said around $1.35 billion was paid 
in grants, but did not say when 
the last payment was made. 

Saudi Arabia has suspended all 
assistance to Sudan, Jordan, Ye- 
men and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

“Is it sane for a country to 
extend all tins brotherly Islamic 
help to a brotherly country... and 
then turn against H and fight it by 
sending weapons to Sudan’s ene- 
mies who are trying to separate 
Sudan’s south from the north?” 
he asked. 

The SPLA, currently holding 
peace talks with the Khartoum 
government in the Nigerian capit- 
al Abuja, opposes what it sees as 
do minati on of the south by the 
north. 

The spokesman made dear the 
attack was directed personally 
against Gen. Bashir and not 
against the Sudanese people, 
thousands of whom work in the 
kingdom.' 

“We are keen to disdose these 
foots to the Sudanese people and 
to the Sudanese residing amongst 
us and who enjoy our friendship 
fraternity,” he said. 

“These fads are a slap on the 
face of the Sudanese ruler.'* 


Horn of Africa states 
discuss relief to Somalia 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Officials 
from five states in the drought- 
stricken Horn of Africa opened 
talks on Monday to deliver food 
aid to hundreds of thousands 
made destitute by dvfl war in 
Somalia. 

Ambassadors and officials 
from Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Djibouti attended the talks 
together with representatives of 
some of the feuding factions in 
Somalia. 

Hie Red Sea territoiy of Erit- 
rea also sent a delegation to the 
talks, which are to discuss how to 
get food through to an estimated 
4.5 million people facing starva- 
tion and hunger. 

A regional summit in Addis 
Ababa in April called on Soma- 
lia’s warring clans to allow food 
aid to reach the needy, bnt relief 
workers say people are still dying 
because relief supplies are only 
getting through sporadically. .. 

Relief agencies are „ worrj«(. 
that lawlessness oooplecf with the 
worst drought for 100 years could 
kill tens of thousands in Somalia 
unless ways are found to deliver 
food. 

At least 30,000 people are 
thought to have been killed in 
Mogadishu alone since Somalia 
plunged into Anarchy 16 months 
ago after President Mohammad 


Siad Bane was ousted and victo- 
rious rebel groups then turned on 
each other to control the country. 

Somalia’s self-styled president, 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad, was not 
represented at the discussions, 
which were unannounced by the 
Ethiopian media and held in vir- 
tual secrecy. 

Bnt rival warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed sent a delegation. 
He holds sway of much of south- 
ern Somalia but Mr. Ali Mahdi 
controls the northern sector of 
the devastated capital. 

The United Nations, which has 
several agencies operating in 
Somalia, wants to establish “cor- 
ridors of peace” through which 
relief organisations could channel 
urgently needed supplies. 

Because of fighting and 
lawlessness, only one vessel has 
managed to dock in Mogadishu 
this year and' unload food. The h 
supplies had. to- be escorted under 
armed guard to parts of the capit- 
al where it was a distributed. 

Somalia’s neighbours fear the 
lawlessness in Somalia might spill 
across their borders. Kenya is 
already host to more than one 
quarter of a million Somali re- 
fugees and says it needs food aid 
for them as well as for Kenyans 
hit by drought. 



Canadian troops staying 
in Cyprus — McDougall 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Cana- 
dian peacekeeping troops are to 
remain in war-divided Cyprus for 
the time being, Canada's visiting 
Foreign Minister Barbara 
McDougall said in Nicosia on 
Monday. 

“We are not pulling out in 
December. We wfl] be going into, 
the next year unless there is some 
progress in the meantime which 
will alter the mandate in some 
way," she told a news confer- 
ence. 

There had been fears that 
Canada, which has contributed 
troops to the United Nations 
Force In Cyprus (UNFICYP) 
since 1964, would withdraw them 
because of its frustration at the 
lack of progress in efforts to 
reunite the island. 

Canada has not been reim- 
bursed for its Cyprus pfeace mis- 
sion since 1980, and has outstand- 
ing claims worth $20 million. 

Ms. McDougall, who toured 
the Nicosia buffer zone and held 
talks with President George Vas- 


siliou during her one-day visit 
said she would discuss the future 
of her country’s peacekeeping 
troops with the U.N. secretary- 
general and other troop contri- 
buting countries. 

“I am not going to make a 
precipitous decision,” she said. 

She said Mr. Vassiliou had told 
her the peacekeeping operation 
ran parallel to efforts to find a 
settlement. 

“I said to him a solution had to 
be found because we have been 
here for 28 years without the 
finding of a solution and that does 
not go on for ever,” she said. 

Diplomatic sources later said 
Ms. McDougall had told the Cyp- 
rus government Canadian 
peacekeepers would remain for 
the next two years. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
1974 when Turkish troops seized 
its northern third in the wake of a- 
short-lived coup in Nicosia back- 
ed by the military junta then 
ruling Greece. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkish planes strike Kurds in Iraq 

SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — Turkish planes struck at Iraqi 
Kurds in northern Iraq at the weekend, killing one person and 
wounding three, Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) sources said 
on Monday. The attack was part of Ankara’s battle against 
separatist guerrillas of the Kurdish Labour Party. (PKK), fighting 
for an independent state in southeastern Turkey. “They are’ 
breaking their commitment not to attack civilian villages," said) 
KDP spokesman Hoshyar Zebari. The KDP sources said thej 
cross-border raids lasted frx>|)q ^id-morning to late afternoon, on 
Sunday, and included strikes din die villages of Berkem, Sanien, 
jLowlan and.Lelkau. Iraq Kwd ieaders say bombing. attacks are 
ineffectual against PKK strongholds but kill, or would tnnonoent 
Kurdish civilians. More than 3,800 people have been killed in 
fighting between Turkish forces and the PKK in the past eight 
years. “It is very dear the Turkish military is not interested in the 
political dialogue we are having with tbeir civilian government," 
said the KPD spokesman. 

Right-wing Lebanese deputy dies 

BEIRUT (AP) — Right-wing Christian parliament member 
Edward Honein died in a Beirut hospital after a long illness., 
parliament announced Monday. He was 78. Mr. Hondo, a lawyer 
by profession arid a famed writer, had represented the Baabda 
district of Mount Lebanon since his debut in politics in 1957. He 
also held cabinet posts in five Lebanese governments. His death 
lowered the number of living deputies in the 108-seat parliament 
to 105 and put quorum for holding sessions at 53. Mr. Honein is 
survived by his wife, two sons and two daughters. 

U.S. discusses security with Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Carl Ford, American deputy assistant 
secretary of defence, held talks Sunday with the leadership of 
Bahrain, with whom the United States has close bilateral ties 
including a joint security pact. Mr. Ford was received bythe emir. 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa, as well as the crown prince 
and commander-in-chief of Bahrain defence force. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Isa A1 Khalif a. The official Gulf News Agency said 
discussions dealt with bilateral relations as well as the current 
developments in the region and changes on the international 
arena. Mr. Ford was on bis way to Oman to chair the American^ 
side to a rotind of the joint military commission between the 
United States and the sultanate. ~ ' 


Mexico reopens Tehran embassy •*{ 

NICOSIA (AP) — Mexico reopened its embassy in Tehran on! 
Sunday, resuming diplomatic activity suspended 13 years ago. 1 
Iran's official news agency said. The Mexican flag was hoisted 
over the embassy building in a ceremony attended by the visiting 
secretary for foreign affairs, Fernando Salona Morales, and in the 
absence of Tehran-based foreign diplomats, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said. The agency said Mexico had an 
embasty in Tehran between 1975 and 1979, when it was dosed for 
“certain reasons.'* That was the year the Islamic revolution swept 
the Shah from power. / . 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nanretb Chnrdi SwaHkh, 

Td. 81 0740 

AmwnbHw of God Cards, Td. 
UZ785. 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Anaandafim Td. 
637440. 

De fa Sa&e Gran* Td. 661757 
Terras*** Chord. Tel: 622366 


Chard. Of the Annunciation Tct. 
623541. 

AngBcu Chord) Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Amentia Catboife Chord. TJ. 

771331. 

Armeafaa Orthodox Chorch Td. 

775361. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman lanmatfcmal Church Tel. 
685326. 

E*aageSe*l Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Tbetbmb of Jew* Christ Qf Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824. 654932. 
Chordi of d k Naz&rene Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supptfed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

il will be partly doudy and there wil] 
be a cfaaace for scattered drawers of 
ran in 0 k eastern and southern parts 
of the Kingdom. In Aqaba, it wfll be 
partly cloudy and winds will be north- 
erly fresh and seas wavy. 

MuJMix. temp* 

Amman 15/32 

Aqaba 22 / 3] 

Deserts 13/27 

Ionian Valley — • 18/30 

Yesterday's high te mp er a t u res: Am- 
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man 26. Aqaba 14. Humidity readings: 
Amman 14 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
cenl. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Khalcd Ma'addi 743000 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sawwa 732056 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 849362 

Dr. Add Dabdoub 612177 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fprdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmciunl pharmacy ............. 637660 

-at&nh 

Dr. Amin Abu Eida (—4 

ALSharaa* pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQAi 

Dr. SalnhSafarini (— ) 


KhaKfch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Pood Control Centre 62 

Civil Defence Department M 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rcsenc 6; 

QviJ Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111.6] 

Fire Brigade K 

Blood Bank Ti 

Highway Police & 

Traffic Police K 

Pnbfc Scanty Department ............ 6 

Hotel Complaints 61 

Price Complaints 6< 

Water and Sewerage 

Complamtt..,, & 

Amman MtsudpoHty 

Complaints Ti 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls 01 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs I 

^bdaD Telephone Repairs . — < 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 81S61S 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Plight Info r mation 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khalidl Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Maihas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shrocisani .......... 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AKMtushcr Hospital 667227/9 

1 The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

At-Abli.Abdaii 664164ft 

Italian. AkMubojrocn 777101/3 

AL Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita ... 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital 674155 


ZAHQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital . 


I bn Sins Hospital (09)986732 

AH&kata Modem Hospital (09)990990 

BUD: 

Princess Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Grech Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAI Mattes Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes HajB/kKprOJ (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is snppBed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) ufomutkm depart- 
ment at the On sen ACa hticmabonal ' 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where k 
shook! always be verified. 

jurkvjub 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights- 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Sfc48 Koala Lnmpur, Singapore (RJ) 


■*30 . — Dhafaran (RJ) 

IS3S Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

IMS Aqaba (RJ) 

WAS Abo Dhobi (RJ) 

M3B — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1741 London (RJ) 

1745 .. Cairo (Rj) 

WdS ftankfatfR/j 

tW# — ...... — Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

13«2* Cairo (MS) 

Vienna (RJ) 

MilS .... Riyadh (SU) 

»J5 — Bonn (ME) . 

2345 Bucharest (RO) 

mPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 


1940 .... Amsterdam, New York j 

1240 Vienna, I 

.Paris, Brands ( 

1240 Geneva Madrid ( 

1345 Frankfort { 

1345 Cairo ( 

IMS Loudon 

19:15 » •Hrmririrf is iMiii., LUlUCf ( 

1940 mm . IrAt.h ( 

2 lj 4S Bahrain, Doha ( 


Other nights (Tenntns! 2) i 

1040 Bern*. Rfloe(AZ) , 

14:15 ; Cairo (MS) , 

1500 Riyadh (510 , 

1040 Aden (IY) 

0140 ....;Budarest(RO) 

market HtKXS 


Uppcrfkrwer'pncc 
Apple (red) — 


Banana CM ukammar) 

Feans .~.. 

Broad boms 


Carrol 

Cauliflower .......... 

Cucambcn (barge) _..., 
Cucumbers (small) 


in Bs per to '! 
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;^_,m/ 120 
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Lemon ........... 
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Onion (green).. 


Peaches ... 

Peas — 

Pepper (hot)..;., 
Pepper (sweet),, 
Potato 

Radish 


Tomato 


150/100 
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_..^.S»/4» 
ltt)/® 
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Z:-- IS* IN 
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,.,.“.-■7.700/500 

.330/26? 

220 

Hiii 220/ nft 
40 /» 
„ 13&WQ 

oo 
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Ministry to review domestic crime in wake of PSD’s recent bust I Premier discusses public security 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Interior 
Minister Jawdat Al Sboni is hold- 
ing a press confere n ce at bis 
office today (Tuesday) daring 
which be is expected to tackle a 
number of domestic concerning 
police activities and security. 

Officials at die Ministry of In- 
terior who invited the press to the 
conference, did not reveal any- 
thing about the matters to be 
discussed, but the press gathering 
comes dose on the heels of a 
major security operation in Jor- 
dan in which a number of armed 
gunmen were arrested after fire 
exchange with the police. 

The report, by the Public 
Security Dt^psnizneat (PSD), said 
(hat die police apprehended a 
number of armed men who had 
been in the habit of conducting 
armed robbery, forgery, embez- 
zlement and other illegal acts 
endangering people's lives and 
damaging public property. The 


PSd said that the group bad bear 
active over die past few. years. 

According to the report, the 
arrest of the gang occur ed late 
Sunday evening following a 
police chase which involved pat- 
rol cars and three police helicop- 
ters in the area of Tawahin A1 
Udwan on the Jerash-Zarqa 
road.' Four of the gang members 
were all injured in die leg during 
the exchange of fire with the 
police and two members of the 
police force sustained minor in- 
juries, said the report. 

The PSD said that the police 
moved to apprehend the gang 
after receiving a tip about their 
whereabouts, and the arrest came 
following a long surveilance of 
the gang’s movements and hard 
investigations into their opera- 
tions. The PSD report said that 
the police were Tuesday still 
hokfing investigations and inter- 
rogating the gang’s members. 


PSD director. Fade! Aii, two 
days ago said that Jordan was still 
free of organised crime which was 
not expected to hit tins country in 
the fbrseeable future, but he 
admitted that mice in a while 
some serious crimes do happen in 
the country like all other coun- 
tries. 

Maj. Gen. Ali also said that the 
rate of crimes in Jordan rose in 
the past five years compared with 
the earlier five years and attri- 
buted the rise in the number of 
cranes to the changes witnessed 
in the Jordanian society, $ucfa as 
increasing economic problems, 
the growing population, the 
forced migration of thousands of 
people from the Gulf and the rise 
in the unemployment rate in the 
country. 

What is characteristic about the 
crimes in the Kingdom is the fact 
that they have their roots abroad 
and most of them are due to 


personal quarrels, he noted. 

Referring to the drugs prob- 
lem, Maj. Gen. AK said that 
Jordan Is not a consumer of drugs 
but serves as a passage between 
producers in the North and those 
which consume the drugs in the 
South but, he noted, that the 
PSD has achieved major succes- 
ses in dealing with drag traffick- 
ing operations. Seldom a week 
passes by without the police 
arresting a number of drug traf- 
fickers, Maj. Gen. AH noted. 

He said in 1991, the police 
seized 5,260 kgs of hashish, 19 
kgs of heroin, two kgs of opium, 
76,950 captagon pills and large 
amounts of cannabis used in the 
preparation of drugs. 

But, according to Maj. Gen. 
Ali, 90 per cent of "rumours” 
about other crimes committed in 
the country are groundless and 
only exist "in the imagination of 
certain people." 


FAO opens seminar on 
nurseries, food security 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The United 
Nations food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) Monday 
opened a week-long training 
seminar here on means of estab- 
lishing nurseries to produce tree 
sapHngs which help protect the 
environment and ensure food 
security. 

A' total of 15 delegates fairing 
part in the seminar are to review 
‘working and research papers 
dealing with the various uses of - 
land, afforestation projects in the 
: Zarqa River basin in Jordan, the 
1 ideal utilisation of ' soil, the 
• forest’s role in protecting the 
environment, improving existing 
forests and establishing wind 
breakers. 

The seminar is organised in 
, cooperation with the Ministry of 
Agriculture whose secretary- 
general, Ghaleb Abu Arrabi, was 
ope of key speakers at the open- 
ing session warning of the dan- 
gers-that threaten the earth as a 
result of the pressure of the grow- 


ing population and the gap be- 
tween food production and con- 
sumption. 

"Forests have a major role to 
play in protecting the environ- 
ment and they also help to ensure 
food security,” said Mr. Abu 
Arrabi. 4 The elimination of 
forests has been proved to the 
one of the major causes of the 
pollution of the earth's atmosphere 
and it was also proved that 
the forests tend to reduce the 
amounts of residues and sih in the 
dams and help preve nt soil ero- 
sion,” said Mr. Arrabi. 

The opening session was also 
addressed by FAO representative 
Salah Dibeh who said that main - 
taining forests and increasing 
the vegetation area are bound to 
improve food production and 
help stabilise the earth’s dimatic 
conations. 

The participants who represent 
various depart m ent s of agricul- 
ture in Jordan will make. field 
trips to various agricultural' pro- 
jects. 


Jordanian consulate exerts 
efforts to serve pilgrims 


JEDDAH (Petra) — Tbe Jorda- 
nian Consulate in Jeddah is ex- 
erting strenuous efforts to save 
Jordanian pilgrims and the 
accompanying teams who started 
to arrive in Saudi Arabia for this 
year's pilgrimage season, Jor- 
dan's Consul General in Jeddah 
Ln’ai AI Khashman said. 

Mr. yhaghman said the consu- 
! late is conducting contacts and 
interviews with officials at the 
Saudi Ministry of Pilgrimage and 
'Awqaf to arrange for accommo- 
dating Jordanian pilgrims in' 
housing units in Mecca and Medi- 
na. The consulate is inform- 
ing the Jordanian Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs of all 
the regulations and conditions 
issued by Sand Arabia, he said. 

Mr. Ktumhman said the consu- 
late is also coordinating with the 
Ministry of Awqaf and the 
national carrier, Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), to receive pilgrims travell- 
ing by plane and is working on 
issuing needed permits for the 


travel of pilgrims between Mecca 
and Medina. 

He said a team from the consu- 
late is accompanying the Jorda- 
nian pilgrims to facilitate proce- 
dures faphg them. 

Meanwhile, Jordanian pilgrims 
started to arrive in Mecca from 
Medina after spending three days 
there. 

The first batch of Jordanian 
pilgrims arrived in Mecca Mon- 
day on board of 120 huge buses. 
Shortly after arrival, these pil- 
grims performed Al Umra (the 
lesser pilgrimage) rituals. 

Officials accompanying the de- 
legation said all the pilgrims are 
in good health despite tbe high 
temperatures which readied 46 
degrees centigrade during the 
day. 

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Izzeddm AJ Khatib Al 
Tauiimi, who beads the Jorda- 
nian pilgrimage delegations, will 
Tuesday pay inspection visits to 
the pilgrims' bousing units to be 
reassured of their conditions. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

ExhflMtioo of paintings by five Malaysian artists at the 
' Na tional GaDery of fine Arts, Jabal LaweAdeh. 

7 a-' • - 

* Exhibition of paintings by AH Taleb and Rale* Nasiri at Abdal 
Hanged Shown Fou nda tion Gallery — (10 am. - 5 pan.). 

* Plastic art exhibition by 40 Jordanian artists entitled “An Artist ' 
and a Painting” at Babdna Art Gallery, Gardens Street. 

*■ Exhflriliou of handicrafts, gifts, leather products, scents, food’ 
and sweets at the Amman Plaza Hotel. 


Yemeni water, electricity 
official pays yisit to RSS 

AMMAN-CPelrti^-' Visiting I&'Mty*. Ministry' bf Energy and. 
paly Minister of Electricity and Mineral Resources, said that Ye^ 
WtrteF"iri "Yenieh ■ then would benefit frtm Jordan’s 

Abdul Alim Alwan Monday vi- expertise in electricity generation 
sited the Royal Scientific Society and water resources development 
(RSS) and discussed scopes of in its own projects in Yemen. He 
Jordauian-Yemeni technical said that Yemen was hoping to 
cooperation with RSS President benefit from Jordan’s experiences 
Haiti Al Mulqi in implementing in renewable energy resources in 


projects in Yemen. 


the frame-work of a joint agree- 


Mr. Alwan. who had earlier ment signed earlier by the two 
met with concerned officials at countries. 
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King sends cable to Italy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jffis Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a 
cable to Italian President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro to congratulate him 
in his name and on behalf of tbe Jordanian people and 
government on his country’s national day. King Hussein wished 
Mr. Scalforo good health and the Italian people progress and 
prosperity. 

Prince visits Youth Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad 
Wednesday visited the Ministry of Youth and met with Minister 
Saleh Irsbeidat and his assistants. TTye Prince was briefed on 
amendments to tbe ministry's regulations on a fund for supporting 
the sports and youth movement in the country. 

Foreign mfnlsters’ meeting postponed 

AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting by the foreign ministers of 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and a Palestine that was schedul e d for 
■W ednesday and Thursday has' been postponed until June 6 and 7, 
according to Foreign Ministry officials Monday. The delay, 
according to these officials, was due to previously planned 
engagement by the four foreign ministers participating in the 
meeting, which is designed to review the outcome of the five 
sessions in tbe ongoing Middle East peace process. 

Italians to grant West Bank centre $2m 

AMMAN (Petra) — - The Italian government has decided to grant 
the Vocational Training Centre in Kalandia, in tbe occupied Arab 
West Rimt, a sum of S2 million in order to finance plans for 
modernisation and to promote its services to the Palestinian 
refugee trainees. Tbe centre is ran by the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) and offers training to some 500 
trainees in a variety of trades. . . 

Jordan observers anniversaries 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is observing the Great Arab Revolt 
and the Jordanian Armed Fences Day anniversaries on June 10, 
according to an official announcement by the prime mini s t er's 
office Monday. The announcement said that on Wedn esday, June 
10, all government departments and public institutions win be 
dosed. 4. 

GUVS holds meeting on disease centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting was held Monday at the General 
Union ofVoJuntary Societies (GUVS) to discuss issues pertaining 
to the establishment of a chrome diseases centre. The meeting, 
which was attended by Her Royal Highness Princess Wijdan and 
the wife of the prime minister, reviewed the objectives for 
establishing such a centre and the experiments of other countries 
in this field. ... 

Princess opens school art exhibit 

ZARQA (Petra) — On the occasion of Jordan’s Independence 
Day, Her Royal Highness Princess Basjna Monday opened at Al 
Amal School (Queen Alia. Society for the Speech and Hearing 
’Impaired) in Zarqa the first art exhibition of tbe school. ‘Hie 
exhibition included ceramics; artificial flowers, embroideries and 
painting* On the occasion, a celebrajjon was held at tbe school in 
the' presence of Social Development Minister Amin Mashaqbeb, 


Secretary-cGeneral of the Ministry of Social Development 
Mohammad Al Suqour and Zarqa Governor Mohammad Al 
Sbobaki. The celebration included speeches and national songs 
and dances. 

Farmers’ association hold meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Jordanian Farmers Association commit- 
tees entrusted with drafting the association's internal system met 
Monday at Al Hussein Youth City under the chairmanship of 
Lower House of Parliament member Mohammad Aiawneb. The 
meeting discussed working papers presented by the committees 
on the internal system and die prospect of establishing brandies 
for the association in the Kingdom’s goveraorates. The working 
papers also discussed the goals of the federation and defined the 
fanners’ rights and duties. All of the six papers agreed that 
agriculture should be considered a cornerstone in the national 
economy and called for exploiting all agricultural lands in Jordan, 
whether they were owned by the state or by individuals. 

Communications seminar In progress 

AMMAN — A three-day seminar on communications , attended 
by A’man Trading and Marketing (AT&M) Company and the 
company they represent, the Canadian Northern Telecom, is 
being held at the Marriott Hotel. The seminar, which started May 
31, tackles developments in communications, new technologies, 
hospitality features for hotels seemed by communications com- 
panies, data- transmission, networking and voice-mail, among the 
main subjects. According to the local company’s officials. Jordan 
wrt chosen as the venue for the seminar in view of its 
accomplishments in developing and upgrading the communica- 
tions system and for its potential for future progress in the 
domain. 

Tax department begins fining 

AMMAN (Petra) — The income tax department Monday started 
imposing fines on those so for failing to submit statements about 
their income during 1991. A department official said that the 
financial fine .will be ait the rate of two per cent for every month in 
delay. 

RSS observes environment 

AMMAN (Petra) — In observance of the International Environ- 
ment Day .which will foil on June 15, the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) decided to make Wednesday, June, 3, an open day for 
citizens wishing to visit the laboratories of the Environmental 
Research Centre at the society. The centre will distribute 
pamphlets and posters to citizens to familiarise them with the 
importance of preserving the environment, 

UNICEF opens symposium to discuss book 

AM MAN (Petra) — Tie United Nations Children's Ftind 
(UNICEF) Monday opened in Amman a symposium which will, 
discuss a book entitled ‘Tacts of life,” which is published by the 

and tbe*Umtel Nations Educ ationa l, Sctotiffemd 1 CultaraJ 
Organisation (UNESCO). UNICEF's Middle East and North- 
Africa information director, Toma Hazo, said the five-day. 
symposium wil discuss the book, which consists of ten chapters. 
Mr. Hazo 'said the book is considered a practical contribution to 
developing primary health care principles and said that it includes 
the latest: conclusions on mother and child health. 


activities. Inspects road repair 


AMMAN '(Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shafcgr 
Monday made visits to the Public 
Security Department (PSD) and 
briefed on its development and 
current activities, and be also 
inspected work underway for the 
repair of the Wasfi Tai Martyr 
(Gardens) street. 

At tbe PSD head office. Sharif 
Zeid met with its director, Maj- 
Gen. Fadel Ali, who reviewed 
with the prime minister the de- 
partment’s general activities with 
regard to keeping law and order 
and maintainin g security. 

Maj. -Gen. Ali outlined his de- 
partment's operations against cri- 
minals and die control of traffic 
along the city streets and high- 
ways. He voiced appreciation of 
and confidence in tbe PSD’s 
efforts, noting that the PSD’s 
achievements served as a source 
of pride for all Jor danians 

The prime minister thanked 
the PSD its recent apprehension 
of groups of criminals and its 
drive to rid the Jordanian society 
of evil elements and outlaws wbo, 
he said, were alien to the Jorda- 
nians and whose actions con- 
flicted with Arab traditions and 
heritage. 

At tbe Wasfi Tal Martyr’s 
street, the prime minister was 



Prime Minister Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker Monday 
visits with the director of tbe Public Security 


Department, M^or General Fade! Ali (Petra 
photo) 


met by municipality officials and 
engineers who briefed him on the 
ongoing repair work along the 
street which is 258 metres long 
and 26 metres wide. The en- 
gineers and tbe municipal offi- 
cials gave details about tbe diffe- 
rent stages of the repair work 
which started on April 9- They 
said that the work was expected 
to be completed in early August 
at the cost of JD 500,000. 


The prime minister also lis- 
tened to a complaint by a com- 
mittee of store-keepers and mer- 
chants along the street who had 
been complaining about the long 
period of repair which they said 
would deprive them of business in 
the summer time. 

Tbe committee had earlier sub- 
mined a complaint to the mayor 
of Amman about the digging and 
the chronic traffic problems on 


the street. 

Tbe prime minister issued 
directives to the municipality ab- 
out the need to speed up work on 
the repairs and to take other 
measures designed to end traffic 
problems. He also underlined the 
need for coordination among the 
various departments so as to 
avert all negative aspects that 
might impede traffic or harm 
public interests. 


Yemeni airline officials 
arrive on Alyemda flight 


‘Colleges moving away from 
real educational objectives’ 


AMMAN — The under-secretary 
of Yemen’s Ministry of Trans- 
port, Ahmad Abdul Qader, and 
tbe president of the Yemeni air- 
line, Alyemda, arrived in Am- 
man Monday on board the first 
Alyemda airliner to land in Am- 
man directly from Aden, and the 
Yemeni visitors were accorded an 
official welcome. 

Alyemda has thus made its 
virgin flight between the econo- 
mic capital of Yemen, Aden, and 
Amman launching weekly flights 


between the two cities, said Civil 
Aviation .Authority (CAA) offi- 
cials. 

CAA Director Ahmad Jweiber 
and Royal Jordanian (RJ) Chief 
Executive officer Mahmoud Jam- 
al Balqaz were among Jordanian 
officials to welcome tbe Yemeni 
team. 

Alyemda had served as the 
national airline of South Yemen 
before the two Yemens were 
united two years ago. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A number 
of private community colleges in 
Jordan have directed their atten- 
tion cowards making quick profit 
and moved away from the real 
objectives of education for which 
they had been established. Minis- 
ter of Hihger Education Awad 
Khleifot said Monday. 

The minister made the state- 
ment during an inspection tour of 
four community colleges in north- 
ern Jordan. 

Dr. Khleifot chaired a meeting 
of the teaching staff in Al Huson 


Community College for En- 
gineering to discuss various issues 
of concern to students and 
teachers. 

He said that more students 
should be directed towards voca- 
tional training; as of 1994, no 
community college graduate will 
be given any teaching position in 
accordance with regulations. 
Therefore, he said, community 
colleges ought to accept only 
those who attend classes and not 
those who only pay the fees and 
do not attend. 


ESCWA holds meeting to prepare for Earth Summit 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe United Na- 
tions Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia; 
(ESCWA) Monday held a‘ 
meeting to summarise and 
highlight a number of key 
issues and developments in 
-Jordan in preparation for the- 
United Nations Conference on 
Envirn mental Development 
(UNCED) Earth Summit to be 
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
from June 3 to June 14. 

At tbe meeting entitled “Ex- 
pose on Environment and 
Earth Summit" attended by 
Jordanian officials dealing with 
environmental issues. Dr. 
Tayseer Abdel Jaber, execu- 
tive secretary of ESCWA, said 
that ESCWA seeks to imple- 
ment an integrated plan 
through a set of programmes 
aimed at achieving sustainable 
development in the ESCWA 
member countries. TbisT plan 
will be implemented in a man- 
ner that would suit tbe local 
environment in each country 
and safeguard its natural re- 
sources, Dr. Abdul Jaber said. 

ESCWA bases its strategy 


on a number of concepts which 
aim at dealing with all chal- 
lenges facing socio-economic 
development in tbe ESCWA 
region, noted Dr. Abdul Ja- 
ber. 

‘ He said the ESCWA plan 
binges on a strategy that takes 
into account the continued de- 
pletion of water resources, de- 
terioration of condition in- 
population, settlements, and 
the spread of pollution. He 
said that ESCWA finds it 
necessary to call for a firm 
commitment on the part of 
government and the public in 
each country to bdp carry out 
the plan, facilitate investments- 
in programmes designed to 
protect the environment, de- 
velop management techniques, 
and introduce environmental 
control programmes within 
that integrated plan. 

Also speaking at tbe meeting 
was chief of the division on 
environment at ESCWA, Dr. 
Mohammad Wahab, who 
emphasised the need for the 
support of “dean technology” 
programmes in dealing with 
industries and waste disposal. 

“In industry, the modem 
approach of factory and indus- 


try disposal mechanisms must 
be taken into consideration in 
which clean technology, or the 
environmentally sound man- 
agement of wastes are under- 
taken,” Dr. Wahab, said, 
adding that environmental 
problems are closely integrated 
with development issues. 

He said that major issues 
-concerning environment to be 
discussed in the Earth Summit 
include depletion of the ozone 
layer, protection of the quality 
and supply of water, protection 
and management of land re- 
sources and combating defore- 
station. 

Another speaker at the 
meeting was Dt. Ahmad Ham- 
za, the regional advisor for 
ESCWA, wbo emphasised the 
need for a network of informa- 
tion on environment between 
member states, which he added 
is a project presently being 
undertaken by ESCWA. "This 
network serves environmental 
studies in ESCWA member 
states and will eventually be- 
come connected to national, 
regional and international in- 
formation networks,” Dr. 
Hamza said. 

Dr. Abdel Razzak 


Tubeishat, minister of muni- 
cipal and rural affairs and the 
environment, who will be 
heading the delegation repre- 
senting Jordan at the Earth 
Summit, said that Jordan is 
abiding by resolutions of the 
Committee of Arab Ministers" 
and various international and 
regional conferences on the 
environment held in China. 
India and Malaysia. 

“Jordan just declared a 
national strategy for environ- 
ment a few days ago and by 
doing so became the first Arab 
country to declare such a 
strategy,” Dr. Tubeishat said, 
calling for all foundations and 
citizens to cooperate with the 
Ministry of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environ- 
ment in implementing this 
strategy. 

The UNCED or Earth Sum- 
mit will elaborate strategies 
and measures to halt and re- 
verse the effects of environ- 
mental degradation in the con- 
text of increased national and 
international efforts to prom- 
ote sustainable and environ- 
mentally sound development 
in all countries. 


Jordan’s presence in Seville Expo seen as ‘important’ 


By Nur Sati 
in Seville 

SEVILLE — Jordan's week- 
long cultural activities at the 
Seville Universal Exposition 
came to a conclusion Saturday 
evening but the head of the 
Jordanian commission at the 
exposition, Df. Mazen Al 
Armouti said that there will 
be a repeat of Jordanian cultu- 
ral activities late in September. 

The Jordanian pavilion, 
which was visited by thousands 
of people, consisted of Jorda- 
nian folkloric performances, 
musical concerts and a vast 
display of archaeological dis- 
plays of artefacts fonnd in the 
Kingdom over the ages. 

Dr. Armouti said Septem- 
ber, Jordan will display further 
aspects of its culture and will 
bold seminars and organise 
folkloric performances. 

Meanwhile, Spain’s Deputy 
Commissioner General at the 
Seville Universal Expo Juan 
Correas said that Jordan’s pre- 
sence was very important. 
Spain attached great import-, 
ance to Jordan’s participation, 
which is rich with cultural trea- 
sures, Mr. Correas noted in an 
interview with the Jordan 
Times. 

Looking at the overall pavi- 
lions at the expo, Mr. Correas 
pointed out that it is not easy • 
to find a uniform pattern. “All 
of them are jewels in them- 
selves.” He went on to de- 
scribe the enthusiasm that was 


injected by most countries not 
only in terms of what (he coun- 
tries could offer inside their 
own pavilions, but also the 
energy contributed towards the 
expo's orgnisation. "In the 
end, what a country offers to 
its visitors is experience and 
not only content,” be said. 

Despite foe rainy and arid 
weather in Seville last week, 
the expo site remained 
crow^ded. The Seville Exposi- 
tion has so far been very posi- 
tive, generating some seven 
million visits- 50 per emit high- 
er than what was initially esti- 
mated. 

Tie majority of the visitors 
at the expo are Spanish but by 
mid-June, expo organisers are 
expecting a large increase of 
foreign presence. “Now, sixty 
per cent of the population at 
the expo site are Spanish and 
the rest are from abroad," Mr. 
Correas said. "We expect a 
large increase during the holi- 
day season. What is happening 
now is a building up of aware- 
ness of what the expo is all 
about.” he added. 

The idea of Spain hosting an 
expo was initiated by His 
Majesty King Juan Carlos who- 
expressed such a wish in santo 
Domingo in 1976. According 
to Mr. Cojjeas, it was decided 
that the expo should happen in 
a place underdeveloped. 
“Once we chose Andalusia as 
the area, Seville was chosen as 
the site for various historical 
reasons’. “The project, whose 


infrastructure commenced in 
1987 received the support of 
almost every political group in 
Spain. 

In 1988, the 77th country 
(Norway) to be incorporated 
into the expo broke the record 
for international participation 
for all universal exposition; 1 10 
nations are now represented in 
Seville. 

For Spain, the universal ex- 
jjosirion means the opportunity 
to appear before the interna- 
tional community as a modern, 
efficient country capable of 
organising a project of the size 
of the expo. In the words of 
Mr. Correas: “One important 
element is one image, making 
the world aware of Spain, put- 
ting it on tbe map and showing 
people that it is a reliable 
partner." 

International recognition is 
another element, he said. "The 
fan that Spain is capable of 
joining the international com- 
munity... it is a very telling 
story.” 

In only five years, the entire 
communications network had 
been modernised to connect 
Andalusia to Spain and the rest 
of Europe. A telecommunica- 
tions network had been built 
which makes Seville one of tbe 
most advanced cities of the 
continent. Before 1987, only 
the Carthusian monastery of 
Santa Maria de las Cuevas 
existed on the lands occupied 
now by the site of the universal 
exposition. The 500 hectares of 


the island was only a land of 
orchards and agricultural plots, 
according to a press dossier. 

"The fundamental develop- 
ment that has occured in this 
area has made Seville closer to 
the rest of Spain and the inter- 
national standards needed in 
terms of communications and 
infrastructure has already been 
accomplished. What we heed 
now is to keep on with this 
enthusiasm.” Mr. Correas 
said. 

The second interest of the 
expo organisers is the con- 
tinuation of the expo site after 
October when most of the 
countries dismantle their pavi- 
lions. "We worked on a master 
plan to make the expo site 
workable for the future.” Mr. 
Correas said. Because of the- 
modern infrastructure and 
sophisticated systems, a pro- 
ject known now as Cartuja '93 
was made feasible. "Once the 
expo is over, high tech com- 
panies and other bodies will be 
installed here, consolidating 
the momentum and develop- 
ment generated by the celebra- 
tions of Expo ’92,” he said. 

Some companies have 
already expressed their desire 
to take up a space at the expo 
.site in 1993. "We have enough 
room to transform the expo 
site into an entertainment 
area, museums and for com- 
panies. We are very flexible.- 
“the 300,000 square metre is 
controlled by us," Mr. Correas 
added. 
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Amman, Gardens and all 

IT SEEMS the mayor of Amman and his team of 
bureaucrats have a weird sense of city planning. For 
instance, they side with the minority, car owners and 
drivers, against the majority, the pedestrians, when 
pl anning roads and flow of traffic. To make it easy for 
cars to go through downtown Amman, poDotiug the 
air and endangering the health and lives of shopowners 
and shoppers, they construct barriers along the 
. pavements of the streets, thus making it most difficult 
for people to cross from one side street to the other. 
While many well-planned and beautiful cities of the 
world and enlightened mayors turn their downtowns 
into exclusively-for-pedestrians zones, our mayor and 
his city counriJ choose to torn the capital’s centre into 
a track for speeding cars and crazy cab drivers. Can’t 
the Municipality of Greater Amman, for example, run 
a mini-bus service between exit points in the city centre 
and spare the rest of the space for shoppers? Almost 
every one hundred metres or so, you can find 
staircases that lead op to the “seven hills,” and 
carowners can certainly park their cars on the hills 
and use some exercise by walking up and down the 
stairs. Isn’t there such imaginati on on the part of our 
city planners, or managers where they can be found? 
Sorely the whole concept of car-road-pedestrian in 
Amman especially in downtown should be revised and 
looked at with a new vision. 

That brings ns to the so-called Gardens (Wasfi Tel) 
Street, which once, before development, had a famous 
garden. In every city less greater than Amman the 
normal practice is for the municipality to pronounce a 
certain zone a development area providing it with all 
the infrastructure before having businesses and offices 
move hi. In Amman the case has been the opposite.. 
Buildings were erected and shops sprouted everywhere 
before the municipality could provide the roads, much 
less the pavements and other necessary services. And 
when the municipality made its intervention at last it 
moved at a snail’s pace, leaving concerned people with 
their lots of problems and troubles. The prime 
minister, Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, did the right thing 
yesterday to go to Gardens Street with the concerned 
authorities to see for himself what was happening and 
could be done to save the situation. We trust that his 
inspection of the sight and his efforts to solve its 
problems will not be ignored by those who are 
responsible for creating them in the first place. His 
interest in the “Gardens” story shows just how 
important it indeed is. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARE1S 


AL DUSTOUR daily said that King Hussein's meetings with 
Palestine President Yasser Arafat to review the peace process and 
discuss Palestmian-Jordanian coordination were timely in light of 
the fast moving developments in the region. It is natural, said the 
paper, to see such brotherly meetings take place at this juncture in 
a bid to reaffirm the ongoing coordination between die Palesti- 
nian and Jordanian leaderships and to chart further plans for joint 
action. It is known that the peace process is facing obstacles and 
difficulties at the bilateral and multilateral levels and it requires 
consultation to help give momentum to the process of achieving 
what is right and helpful for the Arabs in their struggle to regain 
their rights, said the daily. The Jordanian-Palestinian meetings 
assume importance at this time, on the eve of a meeting in 
Amman by foreign ministers of Arab countries involved in the 
-peace process, so that the Jordanian and Palestinian leaderships 
can reach a common ground vis-a-vis the intransigent Israeli 
position and to find a way to deal with other difficulties that have 
'so far rendered the peace process fruitless, the paper added. It is 
to be noted also that the Jordanian and Palestinian leaderships are 
concerting their stands at a time when Israel is busily escalating its 
aggression on South Lebanon and against the Palestinians inside 
the occupied Arab territories, the paper said. These Israeli 
practices, the paper pointed out, ore designed to sabotage the 
peace process at a time when the co-sponsors of the negotiations 
are refraining from any interference and are not doing anything to 
stop such inhuman behaviours. The Jordanian-Palestinian meet- 
ings. together with the upcoming meeting in Amman by the 
foreign ministers of Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine, said 
the paper, are bound to give further momentum to the current 
drive to bolster inter-Arab solidarity in the face of the common 
enemy and Israel's practices to abort the peace process. 

A GUEST columnist in A1 Ra’J Arabic daily tackled the dangers 
inherent in swimming in the Waleh andHidan water pools in the 
Dhiban district, south of Amman, noting (hat more and more 
lives are lost every year due to swimming in those dangerous 
areas. Sheikh KbaJed WurciJeat recalled with deep pain the sight 
of a mother of two sons who went swimming in the Waleh pool 
recently and drowned, noting that it is dangerous for anyone to 
swimm in that pool. Likening the dangerous pools lying north and 
south of the Dhiban district to the Bermuda Triangle of death, the 
writer said that Jordanians still remember with deep pain the loss 
of 16 teachers and students who drowned in these pools some time 
ago causing grief to many families in Jordan. Despite the dangers 
and the warning signs asking people to refrain from taking a swim 
in the dangerous waters of Waleh and Hidan pools, more people 
are reported ignoring the warning signs and taking a fatal jump in 
the pools,' said the writer. What is needed, he said, is not a mere 
sign warning people against swimming in the pools, but rather 
more effective measures to put an end to the drain of precious 
life. He said that the concerned authorities could either fill the 
pools with earth and rocks to eleminate their presence completely 
or take steps to prevent people from going near those pools by 
force. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Who cares for those who do not vote? 


One of the most impressive gatherings that I have attended in 
Jordan in recent years was the first national conference for 
children that took place in Amman last month — but we do not 
yet know if the meeting was an isolated event or part of a longer 
term process. I would like to dwell on die potential importance of 
that gathering because it strikes me as a good litmus test of how 
serious we are about addressing our priority problems and 
challenges. 

Never before in Jordan had so many people from so many 
different sectors and organisations — public, private, and 
non-goveramental — come together to share views on the theme 
of children’s needs. The meeting was very impressive, both for the 
broad scope of its participants, and for the expertise and honesty 
that characterised the exchange of views. It enjoyed an extra 
political push from the fact of being opened by His Majesty King 
Hussein, and of having Her Majesty Queen Noor attend some of 
the subsequent sessions, including the closing session that agreed 
on the recommendations. 

It was all very impressive. But will it mean anything a few 
months or a few years from now? One could accept.fr if the 
recommendations of a conference on solar energy technology or 
warehousing book-keeping procedures were not fully im- 
plemented or monitored. Bnt in this case, the subject of children 
seems to me too important to allow to slip into the usual 
post-conference bureaucratic daze that afflicts most meetings of 
this sort. Children under the age of 18 make up over half the 
population of Jordan. Their health, education, and psychological 
status during the remainder of this decade will largely determine 
the coarse of the country for the next several generations. 

It is precisely because of the long-term impact of children’s 
status on overall national quality of life that we need to look more 
closely at the goals we have set for our children and ourselves. A 
child that suffers permanent physical, mental, or psychological 
problems due to a brief bout of malnutrition as a baby — in those 
critical early years when brain cells and emotional bonds were 
forming — could be a burden on society for the rest of his or her 
life. It is considerably cheaper to provide pregnant women with 
medical checkups and information during their pregnancy than to 
risk the danger and long-term costs of dealing with human 
disabilities that could have been prevented with proper ante-natal 
care. 

I could give many other examples. The list is very long. It 
simply confirms the compelling logic of focusing national health 
and education policies on proriding families with knowledge and 
preventive health through an efficient primary health care system 
— rather than on spending tens of millions of dinars on expensive 
hospital care for ailments that are easier and cheaper to prevent in 
pregnancy, infancy, and childhood. 

These issues touch on criteria of quality and costs: how do we 
try to assure the best possible .health and quality of life for 
Jordanians? How do we do so at the most efficient cost? These 


questions are particularly relevant today as we grapple with major 
economic challenges and pressures on our infrastructure due to 
the return of some 400,000 expatriates and the continued high 
natural population growth rate. 

The last four years have been difficult ones, with much 
economic, political, and social stress. The consequences are there 
for all to see — high unemployment, rising poverty, increased 
crime, deterioration in the quality of health and education, and 
lack of sufficient means to address growing social needs, to name 
only the most self-evident. At tins pivotal moment of added 
stress, Che country as a who feces the challenge of how to respond 
with a strategy that provides special protection to its most 
vulnerable — especially its children. 

This is why the meeting on children was so impressive, and why 
it is so important to keep raising and following up the issues that 
were discussed there. I would suggest we have an opportunity to 
strike a triple blow for goodness: to maintain a vigilant watch oyer 
children’s needs, to promote more meaningful democratic institu- 
tions, and to galvanize a national effort for sustained human 
development. 

The national conference for children resulted in a general 
framework for a national strategy on childhood, which outlined -a 
series of goals for the year 2000. Most of these parallel the global 
goals for children that emerged from the September 1990 World 
Summit for Children at U.N. headquarters, which was attended 
by Queen Noor. Jordan signed the world de cla ratio n and plan of 
action for children that emerged from the summit, and has 
formally agreed to the provisions of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in 
November 1989. 

In theory, Jordan is formally and legally committed to the child 
survival and protection dictates of the child rights convention, 
which have been reinforced and emphasised by last month’s 
national conference for children. But who cares? Whose job is it 
to bold people accountable for implementing the goals of the 
Jor dani an national conference for children, or the convention on 
the rights of the child? This is not clear, and this is where serious 
action is required. I would suggest the following measures: 

1. The higher council on childhood should be reactivated — as 
the conference suggested — but only in a manner that provides it 
with political clout. It cannot be another of many foiled higher 
councils that have been irrelevant groupings of ministers and 
lower officials who are often uninformed, incompetent, or 
uninterested — or, sometimes, all three. The higher council and 
others like it have failed before and will foil again, unless they can 
exercise real political and legal power. I would suggest that the 
council be empowered by law to hold an annual public review of 
the goals outlined in the conference for children, 'with televised 
public hearings. The council should be mandated fay law to 
present an annual report to Parliament and to the Royal Court, 
monitoring achievements and failures in our goals for children. 


The idea would be to reward and rpoognise those who achieve 
results, and to presssure and prod those wbo co not. 

2. Children's issues most be integrated mto pootical and 
parliamentar y life, so that national poEtical and ccono Bne 
priori ties can be established in a mean i n g ful manner mat .re sponds 
to the baric fa pman needs and rights of the., maj ority of the. 
population. Parliament's job is partly to oversee the work of the 
executive branch, and there are few other tasks feeing the 
go vernment and the parliament more important than the welfare 
of our children. I do not have a blueprint for how tins can be 
done. Perhaps several MPs should be on the higher cornual on 
childhood. .Perhaps the council and Parliament should hold 
annual review sessions. There must be many feasible ways of 
makmg children's needs a more high profile political issue. Whose 
job is it to see th at this is done? Who is responsible for the 
interests of the half of the population that does not vote and that 
cannot exert political pressure because it ;fa under the age ctf 18? . 

3. The media needs to play a more diligent and intelligent role ■ 
in nftnniafing interest by the public at large. Jordan, like most 
Arab countries, suffers from the disease of expecting the 
government to do everything for the people. The government, 
however, is dearly unable to do so. It does not have enough 
money, political wffl, or managerial competence to do everything 
demanded of it. The quality of public services is de cli ning , not - 
improving. The real source of progress on children's needs is the 
activism of die people themselves. Yet, the four most effective 
potential channels for promoting mass popular awareness and 
activism for children’s needs (the education system, the media, 
the armed forces, and religion) remain largely dormant or 
uninspired on tins issue. Some superficial actions are undertaken, 
but there is no systemic, coherent, and permanent system that 
generates grassroots knowledge that in turn translates into - 
pressure on political decision-make rs. 

Jordan has made im press i ve gains in the field of children’s basic 
needs in recent decades, and we have much to be proud of. But 
never have we so many simultaneous and substantial 

p ress u res that could unravel many of those gains. The combina- 
tion of economic and demographic pressures we face could be 
devastating if it is not addressed in a serious manner. The 
long-term quality of life of hundreds of thousands of peoplecould 
be relegated to a cycle of permanent regression if the right 
decisions are not made today and in the immediate future. 

Most of those decisions are common sensical. They relate to 
obvious priorities about primary health care, maternal care, 
education, sanitation, water, and providing families with the 
knowledge they can use to care for their own health. Such 
decisions need a strong dose of political will, and an effective 
long-term follow-up and monitoring mechanism to make sure that 
they do not die an agonising bureaucratic death. 


Many children in Iraq stand 
no chance of ever growing up 


By Manfred Ferrari 

“They have shattered our bones 
but left our skin intact." These 
were the words used by 
Archbishop Emmanuel-Karim 
Delly to describe the situation 
shortly after the war. As a repre- 
sentative of the Chaldean Catho- 
lic Patriarchs, he experienced the 
war in its most violent form, 
living only a few hundred metres 
from Baghdad's military airport. 

Anyone travelling through 
Baghdad at the beginning of 1992 
will see only a little of the damage 
caused by the heavy bombard- 
ment of the dty. Only a few 
residential areas were directly hit. 
But the tragedy of this war is that 
the infrastructure of the country 
was almost completely wiped out. 
The targets were telephone ex- 
changes, electricity generating 
plants and water treatment sta- 
tions. As a result, water supplies 
and sewage purification systems 
have collapsed. This is what the 
committed archbishop meant by 
bis comment. It was practically 
impossible to lead a normal life 
after the war. For many people, 
the summer of 1991 brought a 
stow death. With tap water con- 
taminated by sewage, drinking 
water being taken from the Tigris 
and food rotting in fridges with 
no electricity, the inhabitants of 
every part of the country suffered 
more or less the same fate. 

Then help arrived from the 
U.N. organisations and the Inter- 
national Red Cross. The latter 
concentrated first of all cm sup- 
plying purified drinking water un- 
til the installations were reason- 
ably operational again. This was 
tife only way of preventing a 
much-heralded disaster. 

Baghdad now appears, on the 
surface, to be almost intact. 
Fleeting visitors see only the ex- 
ternal signs of a tragedy that will 
go on for many months yet. Be- 
fore the total economic embargo, 
Iraq was booming. A strong mid- 
dle class, many of them Christ- 
ians, kqtf the economy going. An 
upper class, dose to the regime, 
was earning a lot of money, but 
poverty was being kept within 
limits. This picture changed com- 
pletely after toe war. The middle 
class was bled dry: it was most 
affected by the embargo. The 
number of poor people rose to 
hundreds of thousands, while the 
few rich raked in more money 
through black market imports 
than they had ever done before. 

Children suffer from 
malnutrition 

The people suffering most from 
this situation are the mothers and 
children in needy families. The 
only thing they receive are the 
meagre contributions from gov- 
ernment rationing. This is not 
enough for a reasonable standard 
of living. For instance, a 450g tin 
of milk powder costs 10 per cent 


of a month’s wages. Fresh milk 
can scarcely be found at all. As a 
result of undernourishment, 
many mothers are unable to 
breastfeed their babies. More and 
more women are tons trying to 
force their babies to drink sugar- 
water. This keeps them quiet for 
a few hours, but the withdrawal 
of nutrients is having its effects. 

Every day, women, particular- 
ly from the country, come to 
Baghdad hospital with children 
suffering from malnutrition be- 
cause of this. They lie there with 
their spindly arms and legs, look- 
ing around with enormous eyes. 


“Every day, 
women, particu- 
larly from the 
country, come to 
Baghdad hospital 
with children snf-» 
fering from mal- 
nutrition. Help ar- 
rives too late for 
many of them." 


Help arrives too late for many of 
them. A study carried oat in late 
summer by a Harvard student 
(9,034 families) reported a 400 
per cent increase in the infant 
mortality rate compared with 
1990 (104.4 per thousand children 
under 5 years of age). Malnutri- 
tion is also the diagnosis most 
often made in provincial hospitals 
(71 per cent in Eriril, 66 per cent 
in die Kurdish region of SuJayma- 
niya and 66 per cent in the mainly 
Christian area, Mossui). There is 
also a severe lack of medicine. In 
fact, medicine is given out free of 
charge as, in this kind of situa- 
tion, only wealthy families can 
afford to have it directly imported 
from Jordan. Many hospitals are 
so overcrowded that they are 
forced to send their tittle patients 
back home after only a few days 
of treatment. 

Psychological effects of. bom- 
bardments on children 

Again in summer, the second 
highest (water-related) diagnosis 
was chronic diarrhoea, which was 
more widespread in children's 
hospitals than respiratory tract 
diseases. The lack of suitable 
antibiotics bad a fetal effect here, 
too. Little attention has been 
paid so far to the psychological 
effect of toe bombardments on 
children. In the abouementioned 
Harvard study, a team of special- 
fats examined these effects. They 


found that almost 70 per cent of 
all children questioned had lost 
hope of ever staying alive to grow' 
up. They were afraid of dying, 
before coming of age. This is 
obviously a direct result of 
psychological belligerency. Even 
after the liberation of Kuwait, 
allied units had flown through the 
sound barrier over Ba g hdad. 
These detonations, similar to a 
bombing rajd, were only stopped 
after protests from a foreign 
church leader. 

Anyone who knows anything 
about the pride of the Arabs will 
know that beggars are taboo in 
this region. A year ago, no beg- 
gar could be seen on the streets. 
Now one can hardly find a street 
corner without one. Children are 
particularly noticeable. They, 
work as shoe-sbine boys, 
cigarette sellers or vegetable and 
biscuit sellers. The crime rate b 
rising steeply. In spite of the 
extremely strong police presence, 
this situation will deteriorate. 

The outlook for the Iraqi peo- 
ple is as gloomy as ever. On the 
one hand, the very poor are 
struggling under the total econo- 
mic embargo, while on toe other 
hand toe regime will not accept 
the conditions for ofl sales laid 
down by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. Survival means being able to 
sell everything yon own. Auc- 
tions, sometimes held on the 
Muslim sabbath, Friday, reveal 
the agonising situation. Setting an 
armchair may guarantee milk 
; powder rations for a months. But 
iwhat then? There fa no black 
market for medicine, of course. 

Many relief organisations are 
active in Iraq. Large organisa- 
tions are helping by operating 
over large areas, while smaller 
ones such as “SOS Children in 
Need," are concentrating on par- 
ticular areas. These actions, 
known as “SOS Children," use 
the infrastructure of the Chal- 
dean Catholic Church. Since the 
beginning of the year, they have 
been aimer the patronage of 
Art* bishop Delly. Knowing that 
enough foodstuffs can be bought 
on die black market, direct help 
is given to large families using 
donations received. Thus large 
amounts of Nestte baby mflk 
powder can be obtained in the 
country itself and distributed 
free. 

1 It is difficult to foresee any 
t solution for the tragedy in Iraq. 

I The fact that the poorest people, 
particularly mothers and chil- 
dren, are suffering most there, fa 
in fact typical of what happens 
worldwide. It is a pity that this 
time it is happening in a country 
which was experiencing relative 
wealth beforehand. 

The author is founder and pres- 
ident of the Switzerland-based 
association *SOS Children in 
Need \ who has visited Iraq on 
several occasions. The article is 
reprinted from the Swiss maga- 
zine ICCB-ChBdren Worldwide. 


China political battle 
did not end in Tiananmen 


PEKING ..—r . Three years after 
China's leaders sent army tanks 
to crush a pro-democracy move- 
ment in Peking’s Tiananmen 
Square they are still fighting, but 
this time among themselves and 
behind dosed doors. 

Behind the high red walls of 
Zhongnanhai, the compound just 
down the road from Tiananmen 
Square where China’s leaders live 
and work, the few old men who 
run China are locked in battle 
over the country’s future. 

This year there are no bodies in 
toe streets, but the issue for 
Peking elderly leaders remains as 
deadly serious as when the tanks 
moved against dissent on June 4, 
1989. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 


Can the Communist Party stay 
in power in a world where com- 
munist regimes have toppled like 
dominos? 

The octogenarians who control . 
the fate of 1.1 billion people face 
no immediate threat from their 
citizens — in toe last three years 
they have combined harsh politic- 
al repression with a strong dose of 
economic pragmatism. 

The threat to their rule comes 
from the debate within the party 
over how far China should reform 
its economy and from the drama- 
tic tensions between rich and 
poor, the haves and have-nots 
created by those very reforms. 

After 1989 the government 
destroyed the po-democracy 
movement: jailing thousands, 
throwing countless others out of 
jobs, forcing many underground 
or out of toe country. 

However, the party saved the 
economy, brought double-digit 
inflation under control, filled 
store shelves with goods and let 
enterpeneurs get on with the 
capitalist-style game of making 
money and enjoying the fruits of 
their success. 

Yet many m the party fear the 
bold economic remedy to reform 
unwieldy central planning has 
been as bad as the disease. 

These people, some very 
powerful, believe economic re- 
form could result m the collapse 
of party role and are trying to 
block reform efforts, Chinese 
sources said. 

Vice Premier Han Jjyun in a 
speech last month at the Com- 
munist Party school lashed out 
bitterly at these officials, derided 
as “leftists”. In a sign of their 
power, the leftists stopped public- 
ity for Mr. Tian’s speech and 
limited circulation of a long docu- 
ment detailing his ideas, Chinese 
sources said. 

Mr. Tian accused them of 


By David Schfesmger 
, Reuter 

opposing almost aQ forms of eco- 
nomic reform, including inviting 
foreign investment, giving factory 
managers more responsibility and 
allowing private enterprise. 

He accused the leftists of 
paying tip service to the reforms 
while impeding them, said 
sources who have seen a 
videotape of his speech and read 
the document. 

“They have an extremely 
fraudulent nature and are very 
harmful,” toe sources quoted Mr. 
Tian as saying. 

“They deny all of the most 
basic and practical aspects of re- 
form and opening," he said. 

“The food they, eat is toe fruit 
of reform and opening, the lux- 
uries they enjoy are the result of 
.reform aad openfag, yet tbty eurse at 
reform and opening. They long for 
the economics of scarcity of 
the 1950s and 1960s, they also 
long for the days when class 
struggle was the key link and 
everyone was attacking everyone 


else -politically,” Mr. Tian said, 
referring to some of modern Chi- 
na's darkest days. 

No one expects China to go 
back to those days. 

But the results of the political 
struggle will determine how effec- 
tively China deals with- problems ■ 
thrown up by reform. 

A widening rift exists between 
those who have grown rich under 
toe reforms and those who still 
eke out subsistence wages work- 
ing for the state. . . 1 

Vast differences between die 
booming south and coastal re- 
gions that have ridden an export 
boom to wealth and the stagnat- 
ing north and west have become a 
major source of dissatisfaction. 

The government must find 
answers to the fears of workers 
who for the first time in two 
generations of communism may 
face unemployment or a cut in 
pay as Peking moves to reform 
inefficient and loss-making state 
industries. 


LETTERS 

Something missing 

To the Editor: 

Delight and pleasure, surprise and wonder are my feelings cm this my 
first visit to Amman and Jordan. The buildings are grand, so 
well-spaced, the roads are excellent, traffic flows weH, my hotel is 
first class and everybody I meet fa amicable, considerate and to 

please. 

Yet, something fa missing in tins city. Or perhaps I have not yet 
found it in spate of persisent questioning. There fa no theatre, no 
concert hall, no centre for social convergence. ’ 

I fep*:. I n»y, without meaning offence, suggest that it would 
benefit all toe people of Jordan, and visitors in your country, if such a 
centre were created. 

something of the scale of London’s Barbican of 
Sydney’s opera bouse: a concert hall, a foil-seized theatre, several 
small theatre for special interest and amateur productions^ confer- 
ence rooms a library, swi m ming pool, museum, ait gafloy, 
restaurants of varying grades and lounges for relaxation. V 
ff may sound grand, even opulent and beyond toe financial means 
of Jordan. But when I imagine the wealth that seems to be behind the 
muty four and five star hoteb, and the massive bnildugsof banks, I 
nnjgine too that there must be sufficient wealth for a cultural centre 
such a$ l suggest. 

x** caltl P 1 of toe world. Jordan fa worth 

seeing, vist Jordan; again and again. . • 


Dr. Tony Greenfield, ; 
Industrial Research CoruHvI 

Middle Cottage, ” 

little Hoddow, 

Derbyshire SK17 8RT* 

United Kingdom 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from fo 

* tackie - ^dtas hoarded 6a 
p ublicat ion, however, should contain the writer's full name*# 
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Bush seeks new covert funds 
to oust Saddam — report 
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LOS ANGELES (R) —The U.S. 
administration has proposed 
almost tripling the $15 million 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) budget for covert opera- 
tions to help overthrow Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, the 
Los Angeles Times reported on 
Sunday. 

The request calls for an in- 
crease in CIA speaefing to $40 
million for the camp aign agamey 
President Saddam, who has frus- 
trated die White House with his 
ability to withstand political and 
military punishment from last 
year’s Operation Desert Storm, 
U.S. sources told the newspaper. 

The new. funding would be 
devoted to a programme that 
began in May 1991, when Presi- 
dent George Bush signed a pres- 
idential finding after a U.S.-led 
invasion and rebellions by Shiite 
and Kurdish opponents foiled to 
dislodge the Iraqi leader. A find- 
ing is a special order required 
under U.S. law to authorise 
covert operations. 

Hie finding opened the way for 
U.S. covert action to destabilise 
President Saddam and encourage 
internal efforts to overthrow him, 
the sources were quoted as 
saying. 

Senior U.S. analysts have told 
the Bush administration that 
President Saddam may be able to 


stay in power indefinitely. 

According to the newspaper's 
■sources, the CIA would use the 
funds primarily to conduct sur- 
veillance over Iraq to detect aims 
deployments, to assist Iraqi 
Opposition groups and to expand 
a propaganda campaign of- radio 
broadcasts and leaflets. 

During the first year of the 
covert operation, U.S. satellite 
surveillance played a major role 
in tracking hidden arsenals of 
nuclear and chemical weapons, 
the sources said. 

But they said access to human 
intelligence sources is still limited 
and as a result, the administration 
is less optimistic about the pros- 
pect of covert action boosting 
internal opposition. 

The proposed new allocation 
has widespread support among 
congressional Republicans and 
Democrats, who have been in- 
formed of the plan, the sources 
said. 

Iraq has been squeezed by a 
United Nations economic boycott 
since its 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
which was later retaken by a 
U.S.-led coalition in Operation 
Desert Storm. 

A presidential spokesman, 
Michael Busch, said the White 
House had no comment on the 
report. 
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Arafat reportedly in stable condition 
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(Continued from page 1) 

blood dots, which were all suc- 
cessfully removed," he said.. 

The doctor said that when Mr. 
Arafat regained consciousness, 
his first request was for a glass of 
water. 

According to PLO Executive 
Committee member Yasser Abed 
Rabbo. Mr. Arafat had decided 
to postpone the operation until 
after his return from Iraq. 

He left Amman by car for the 
i border at 9:00 a.m. (0600 
GMT). “But while still in the 
((Jordanian territory, Mr. Arafat 
was in deep pain caused by a 
severe headache and asked the 
driver to take him back to Am- 
man,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

He was rushed to the hospital 
where the surgery began at noon 
(0900 GMT), Mr. Abed Rabbo 
added. 

In a press release, Farouk Kad- 
donnd, the head of the PLO’s 
political department, thanked 
King Hussein for the medical 
services offered to Mr. Arafat.;.. 

“I also want to apprise our 
Palestinian people inside and out- 
ride the occupied territories that 
our leader is in excellent condi- 
tion and he’ll be back at work in a 
matter of few days," M[. Kad- 
doumi said. 

Reuter adds: Dr. Qousons said 
Mr. Arafat, who has maintained 
a hectic schedule of consultations 
Tv-.i 6 - 1 with Arab leaders on Middle East 
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peace talks, was expected to be 
completely recovered from the 
operation by the time he is re- 
leased in three or four days. 

The PLO leader was not under 
medication and would suffer no 
lasting effects from the blood 
clot, he added. 

“His capacity, his brain and 
intellectual functions, everything, 
will be intact." 

Dr. Qousons said Mr. Arafat 
would not be allowed viators 
during his stay in hospital except 
for PLO officials and relatives. 

Mr. Arafat looked to be in 
relatively good health after 
arrving in Amman on Saturday 
from Damascus although be wore 
a fur hat in the June heat and was 
uncharacteristically vehement in 
his comments. 

Arriving at the airport be de- 
scribed Israel as the “Zionist, 
extremist, fanatic entity," an ex- 
pression an official later de- 
scribed as “a slip." ' 

A senior PLO official in Tunis 
said Mr. Arafat had been feeling 
unwell during visits to Arab 1 states 
over die past few days. 

Jordan said earlier it was post- 
poning for several days a meeting 
of Jordanian, Syrian- and 
Lebanese foreign ministers and 
the PLO to discuss the peace 
talks. The meeting bad- been 
scheduled to begin on Wednes- 
day. Jordan said “urgent engage- 
ments" by some foreign ministers 
had delayed the meeting. 
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Ashrawi stresses EC role in talks 


i-i (Continued from page 1) 

‘ r “ “ several issues. 

' “There are many things that I 
' have to ask including (veparing 
~ :r: : f. the ground for Palestinian eleo- 
tions, getting a more active role 
• for the EC ... (and) upgrading 
relations with the Palestinians,” 
she said. 

■- Britain’s Conservative govern- 


ment is seen as taking a more 
pro-Palestinian line than the Un- 
ited States. British officials have 
meet PLO representatives as part of 
a policy of listening to all sides in 
the conflict. 

Washington cut official dia- 
logue and severed all links with 
the PLO after it refused to con- 
demn . an abortive raid cm an 
Israeli beach by a hardline 
Palestinian faction in 1990. 


Pales tinians endorse ‘covenant of honour’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


nissing 


ip of the uprising, has 

backed the document, they 

said. 

“We call on all to publicise this 
covenant ... so it becomes a 
,. reference in disputes and to io- 
-’i"/. yoke it against anyone deviating 
.-y. from the nationalist norms,” the 
: ~\’j covenant said. 

The document lists six acts 
, r which it Said must be banned, 
* fore m ost of which is to ban killing 


or torturing of suspected infor- 
mers. It recommended that viola- 
tors be reprimanded and even- 
tually boycotted by the commun- 
ity. 

The statement also outlawed 
Palestinian infighting and ba n ned 
confiscation of private property. 
Activists, seeking to enforce a 
ban on the sale of Israeli products 
in the occupied territories, used 
to confiscate goods and burn 
them publicly. 
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H1SHAM 

HOTEL 


We are pleased to announce 
the opening of our summer 
terrace as of today, June 2. 

Daily menu for lunch. 
Daily evening barbeque. 

A la carte lunch & dinner 


Tel.: 644028/642740 


The Zionist- Jewish attack on Catholic Church 
and the recognition of Israel by the Vatican 


By Pascal Karmi 

I have read an article in the 
Jerusalem Post dated April, 4, 
1992, written by a certain Jewish 
writer called Michel Caniel. The 
article drips with venom and is 
full of invectives against the 
Catholic Church in general and 
die Vatican in particular. 

He alleged that the Catholic 
Church had persecuted the Jews, 
that it did not help them or at 
least kept silent before and dur- 
ing World War n when they were 
being persecuted by the Nazis, 
that it is anti-Semitic and is 
agamst Zionism, that the Vati- 
can's non-recognition of Israel 
stems from the harbouring of 
feelings of hatred against the 
Jews. He also alleges that the 
Christian Church's anti-Semitism 
is ingrained in the Gospels of 
Jesus Christ, especially those 
written by St. Mathew and St 
John, who, both repeatedly men- 
tion the Jews in a derogatory 
context. 

I should recall at the outset that 
tins is not the first time (no will it 
be tile last time. I believe) that a 
Jewish writer attacks Catholicism 
in particular and Christianity in 
general, including the Gospels of 
Jesus Christ as written by the four 
aposeles. 

There is the striking example of 
the Jewish French writer Jules 
Isaac, who wroter two books 
“The Roots of Anti-Semitism" 
and “Jesus and Israel" in which 


he endeavoured to discredit the 
crucifixion story, as related by the 
four evangelists, with the purpose 
of absolving the Jews of the crime 
of crucifixion. But the French 
writer. Count Ldon des Pondns, 
in his book “Judaism and the 
Vatican" rejects Jules Isaac's 
attack on the Gospels’ story as 
follows: “The! Christian attitude 
to Judaism has always been based 
on the account of Jesus’ passion 
as described by the four Evangel- 
ists and as interpreted by the 
Fathers of the Church, such as St. 
John Chrisostom. St Ambrose, 
St. Augustine, Pope Gregory the 
Great and many others. Howev- 
er, Jules Isaac attempted to chal- 
lenge the historical value of the 
Gospels’ account and to discredit 
the arguments advanced by the 
Fathers of the Church for the 
protection of Christianity from 
the destructive, influence of 
Jews. In conclusion, Jules Isaac 
came up with a new story about 
Christ’s passion for the purpose 
of showing that the Gospels’ nar- 
rators are downright liars. He 
directed his onslaught in particu- 
lar on SL Mathew whom he 
accused as the unerring hand 
which unleashed the poisoned 
arrow that can never be with- 
drawn." 

The Christian Church is reply 
to this Zionist-Jewisfa diatribe 
against the Gospels is simply that 
they are the root and foundation 
of the Christian faith and doc- 
trine, and no Christian church 


worthy of that name can alter or 
deviate from them one iota, to 
the great chagrin of the Jews. 
Thus Christians cannot change 
the historical facts concerning the 
life and death of Jesus as re- 
counted by the four apostles, 
three of whom where Jews them- 
selves. The Gospels show dearly 
that it was the Jewish leaders of 
the time who instigated the Jew- 
ish people and insisted on the 
crucifixion of Christ, despite the 
attempts by the Roman Governor 
Pontius Pilate to release him as 
he had found him innocent and 
who washed his hands declaring: 
“I am innocent of the blood of 
this just min ." 

With regard to the persecution 
of the Jews by the Nazis before 
and during World War n, it must 
be pointed oot that the Catholic 
Church people and other Christ- 
ian religious leaders in Europe 
had helped, at the risk of their 
lives, thousands of Jews to escape 
or to hide. By contrast, it is an 
incontrovertible fact that some of 
the elite Jewish leaders in Hun- 
gary and elsewhere in Europe 
cooperated with the Nazis to save 
their sltin and, as a result, had 
saoified thousands of Jews by 
sending them to the concentra- 
tion camps. This is substantiated 
by the revelation of the Jewish 
writer Ben Hecht in his book 
titled “Perfidy” and by Eich- 
man's trial, which took place in 
Jerusalem in 1962. 

And it is now reported, if not 


proven beyond doubt, that even 
Yitzhak Shamir, the present 
prime minister of Israel, had 
cooperated with or approached 
the Nazis to enlist them for the 
support of the creation of Israel. 
Thus, before they can see the 
straw in other people’s eyes they 
should remove the beam from 
their own eyes. 

There is some talk now about 
the recognition of Israel by the 
Vatican. The writer of the Jeru- 
salem Post article I have men- 
tioned is impudent enough to 
suggest that if the Vatican wishes 
to establish diplomatic relations 
with Israel, the former must com- 
ply with two conditions: first the 
Cbiucb must pay compensation 
to the Jewish people in retain for 
the vast real estate and. other 
possessions which, as alleged, 
were seized by the Church. He 
further pretends that there is not 
a single European state that had 
not converted synagogues and 
Jewish schools into churches and 
monasteries. 

As to the second condition, he 
alleges that die Vatican, the chur- 
ches and monasteries own big 
libraries that contain valuable 
books and manuscripts which 
were stolen from the Jews. Hie 
writer adds that Israel, being the 
lawful inheritor of the stolen 
property, worth now billions of 
dollars, should be given back to 
it. In other words, the writer tries 
to blackmail the Church and tee 
European states as the world 


Jewry has blackmailed Germany 
for years obtaining billions of 
doOaxs. 

The writer's presumptuousness 
goes so far as to suggest that the 
head of the Church should public- 
ly apologise to the Jewish people 
for the alleged wrongs they had 
suffered at the hands of tee 
Church. Such impertinence does 
not surprise us as this is tec 
characteristic of (he Zionist-Jcw- 
ish blackmail to force the hands 
of the Vatican to recognise Israel. 

It b therefore incumbent upon 
the Arab and Muslim states to 
counteract the Jewish moves for 
the recognition of Israel in order 
to prevent even a quasi-recogni- 
tion of Israel (by a visit for 
example to Israel) unless and 
until tee Pales tinian problem, in- 
cluding Jerusalem, has been just- 
ly resolved in accordance with 
Security Council Resolutions 224 
and 338 and other pertinent Un- 
ited Nations resolutions. 

The Vatican is quite aware of 
the fact that by Israel's occupa- 
tion of the Holy Land, the kilting 
and maltreatment of Palestinians, 
their expulsion from their home- 
land, the wanton destruction of 
their houses and the illegal sei- 
zure of their lands Israel is trying 
to totally empty the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip of its native in- 
habitants. 

The Vatican is also aware that 
thousands of Christians and Mus- 
lims have immigrated to tee four 
corners of tee earth as a result of 


Israel’s racist acts, as succmtly 

described above. 

• 

The Vatican knows quite well 
that hundreds, if not thousands of 
churches and holy shrines have 
no congregations worshiping in 
than and they stand now as mere 
monuments or museums. Indeed 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
lias rightly observed during his 
recent visit a few months ago to 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem teat all 
those holy placed will become 
simi lar to the Disney Land in 
California. And it is hoped that 
Archbishop O’Connor of New 
York who also visited very re- 
cently tee Holy Land will dis- 
suade tee American bishop who 
sympathise with Israel from 
pressing tee Vatican for the rec- 
ognition of Israel after he had 
seen the miserable conditions of 
tee Palestinians in the Holy Land 
under tee atrocious occupation of 
Israel. 

The Vatican, being aware of all 
tee above-mentioned facts, it is 
inconceivable that it will recog- 
nise Israel. Christians and Mus- 
lims trust that tee Vatican, being 
tee bulwark of justice and fair 
dealing and the upholder of inter- 
national law, will use its moral 
influence with the Western pow- 
ers, especially the U.S., so as to 
bring real and just peace to the 
Holy Land so that Palestinians 
will attain their legitimate nation- 
al rights, including teat to a state 
of their own. 


When time stood still and Gulag despair turned to hope 


By James Flannery 

Reuter 

MAGADAN, Russia — A mo- 
ment came when despair turned 
to hope, 39 years ago in tee dead 
zones oif Siberia. 

Yon can still see the prisoners' 
scribbled calendars which came 
to an abrupt halt the month dicta- 
tor Joseff Stalin died. 

His death on March 5, 1953, 
sent a shockwave round the world 
and into the secret Gulag prison 
camps that were an instrument of 
bis terror purges. 

Time stood still in tee prisons 
as an era that seemed everlasting 
and indestructible ended. 

A sense of that time lingers in 
ruined camps in northeast Rus- 
sia’s Kolyma Mountain area be- 
low tee Arctic circle. 

Some of these remote places, 
now overgrown by grass and 
marked skeletons and piles of 
worn-out boots, appear to have 
been abandoned suddenly. 

Survivors say -there were even 
camps about which nothing is 
known because no prisoner ever 
returned from them. 

To those who lived through 


some of the notorious camps, tee 
names are a litany of horror ... 
Taskan, Mylga, Shturmovoi, 
Burkhala, Eigen, Yagodnoye. 
Betichye, Myngakh, Gomyuh, 
Butugychag, Orotuhan, Giuliny, 
Khatyanakh, Susuman, Sine- 
gorye and Dzhelgala. 

Eiegn, which means “death" in 
a regional language, was one of 
the most forbidding camps, fea- 
tured in the remarkable memoirs 
of Eugenia Ginzburg wbo sur- 
vived 18 years' detention. 

Much of Eigen is still intact. 

“Watch towers, barbed wire, 
ditches, mediaeval paling. This 
was a prison camp." wrote a 
Russian journalist describing a ’ 
rare trip by helicopter to Eigen, 
where he visited a prison section 
known 40 years ago as Canyon-1. 

“We entered the iron-barred 
barracks. Well preserved plank 
beds. There was an iron frame at 
the bead of each bed, space for a 
card denoting the convict's name 
and number. The frames were 
empty...” 

Writing in tee newspaper Vos- 
tok Rossii, Svyatoslav Tim- 
chenko added: “Workers* boom 
and half-rotten quilted jackets 


had been dragged along the floor. 
A peg was nailed to the wall. Oh 
my God, there was a convict's bat 
on it." 

Scribbled on another building 
was tee inscription: “The barrack 
was closed on September 14, 
1954." 


calendar in a frame. For the year 
1953, January. February and 
March were crossed out. There 
was nobody to cross out the other 
months after Stalin's death. It 
seemed that time had come to a 
halt in this dreadful place." 

In Magadan, tee area capital 


“Watch towers, barbed wire, ditches, 
mediaeval paling. This was a prison 
camp,” wrote a Russian journalist de- 
scribing a rare trip by helicopter to Eigen, 
where he visited a prison section known 40 
years ago as Canyon-1. “We entered the 
iron-barred barracks. Well preserved 
plank beds. There was an iron frame at the 
head of each bed, space for a card denoting 
the convict’s name and number. The 
frames were empty....” 

“There was someone’s portrait whose main street merges into 
represented by tee contour on the tee nigged Kolyma highway, 
wall. It was probably a portrait of gateway to the Gulag, survivors 
the 'great helmsman,' Stalin. Asir Sandler and Miron Eths 
There was also a homemade have collaborated on memoirs 


called “contemporaries," pub- 
lished in Russia this year. 

They say the camp system real- 
ly began crumbling between 1956 
and 1958 after Kremlin leader 
Nikita Khrushchev denounced 
Stalin. “The jailers,’ supervivors, 
commandants — they just dis- 
appeared without trace." they 
say. 

The Gulag finally vanished ear- 
ly this year when Russia said the 
last 10 political prisoners had 
been freed. Forced labour camps 
still exist for criminals. 

Russia rehabilitates tee injusily 
accused from that era, but only a 
handful of camp authorities have 
been prosecuted, a fact that 
angered Gulag survivor and wri- 
ter Alexander Solzhenitsyn who 
pointed to post-war Germany’s 
prosecution of Nazi criminals. 

Health Minister Andrei 
Vorobyov, whose parents died in 
Stalin’s Purges, told a Moscow 
audience of camp survivors and 
their families this monte that the 
prison system had not changed 
from tee repression of Tsarist or 
communist times and needed ur- 
gent reform in line with pro- 
democracy moves. 


Sandler, a wiry Azerbaijani 
journalist, was born 1917 (“I am 
as old as the revolution") and 
arrested in 1941. accused of 
spying for Germany. He was to 
have been executed but was bter 
sentenced, to hard labour for 
anti-Soviet propaganda. 

He spent over a decade in 
camps, including the gold mines 
of Yagodnoye. “I went back 
once," he says. “All I could see 
now was the grass growing over 
it." 

Asked how he managed in the 
camps, he says: “People can get 
used to anything, all 1 felt was a 
heavy-as-lead tiredness.” 

Etlis, a 62-year-old physician, 
was arrested as a medical student 
and accused of conspiracy and 
murder. He was sentenced to 
death but reprieved. He worked 
for three years in gold mines in 
Kazakhstan and was released in 
1956. 

“You had a chance if you 
worked on the surface," he says. 
“Death was much more certain 
for the underground workers. 
Their bodies were just thrown 
down unused shafts, though 
others were buried." 
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PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES A NO 
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Special Chinese foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 
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Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

| TeL- 661822, Airman 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

6 Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 
* Shoes repair -ft Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

■ft Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 


STUDIO HAM? 

, ProfeSSfoaal Quality in 
t Hour Sendee 
Develop your colour film at 
/bur shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 


* From mnimrg 
20 x 30 


Shmchmri- 
Back. Phone: 
SwaSeh fdL* 823891 






CHINESE FOOD 

Qpen daily 
UM-15M&18&-2339 

. fe/; 03-314415 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
AhliyyahjGids School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

TeL 538968 
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IDEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
FAMILIES S BUSINESSMEN 



Hotel: Suites 


WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SERVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 

TEL: 698222 FAX: 690671 
TLX: 24054 MAQSURA JO 
{ OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
SHMBISANI - AMMAN ) 
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Internotional Cuisine] 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 615060 ■ 6/506/ 



OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNEH 
Sovts A Vtfitfy Anwican Food 

Enjoy our Fresh Ddicuw* -rf 

Tata; Away is Available ! aV 
For RaervanonJlWse 
’ Call 678600 tgC 
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4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent andr 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Rea 

Estate 

|TeL 840EB5, 810609, - 
" Fax: 810520._ 


' CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight / 

I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 

Kitchenette in every 
room.-! 


IIAMITEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Bo* 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHLA 
AT 


9 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



TAIWAN T0IIRISM0 

New manage m ent by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

Uabal Amman-3rd Circle 

T.l ■ ej4nm 
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Agassi, Sampras breeze into French Open quarters 


HOROSCOPE 


PARIS (R) — Andre Agassi and 
Pete Sampras set np an appetising 
all-American quarterfinal en- 
counter at the French Open when 
they breezed through the fourth 
round with confident straight sets 
victories Monday. 

Agassi, losing finalist in each of . 
the last two years, finished off 
Spain's Emilio Sanchez without 
too much trouble. Leading by 
two sets overnight when a rain- 
storm stopped play, the 11th seed 
rounded off the match in less than 
an hour to win 6-1, 6-3, 7-5. 


Third seed Sampras, who came 
to Paris without a reputation as a 
day court player, downed Ger- 
man Davis Cup player Cari-Uwe 
Steeb 64, 6-3, 6-2 in just one 
hour and 38 minutes. 

It was another impressive win 
for the former U.S. Open cham- 
pion who has glided quietly 
through the field, winning bis last 
three matches without conceding 
a single set 

“Today was the best match on 
clay I've played in my life," Sam- 
pras said. “I played really smart. 


My first and second serves were 
both kicking really well.” 

The Agassi-Sampras clash in 
the last eight is sure to be the 
most month-watering prospect 
that centre court at Roland Gar- 
ros can offer this year. 

They have each won three of 
their previous six matches with 
Agassi winning their last meeting, 
in die Atlanta final on clay last 
month. 

Jennifer Capriati, the last 
American left in the women’s 
singles, overcame a slow start to 


beat French 13th seed Mary 
Pierce 64, 6-3, coming bade from 
3-1 down in the first set. 

The 16-year-old fifth seed goes 
on to meet defending champion 
Monica Seles of Yugoslasvia in 
the quarterfinals. 

Hie host nation lost their last 
representative in the women's 
section when 12 th seed Nathalie 
Tauziat followed Pierce out of the 
competition, losing. 64, 1-6, 6-2 
to unseeded Dutch player Manon 
Bollegraf. 

Agassi, wearing a white peaked 


swatch 
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swatch's 



cap, found world number 20 San- 
chez a tougher prospect than 
Sunday. 

“Every day things are diffe- 
rent,” he said. “Yesterday I play- 
ed so well and he was just playing 
his usual game. Today he realised 
he had to attack me and provoke 
mistakes. In the end I was lucky 
to win in three sets.” . 

Sanchez broke to lead 3-2 in 
the third set but the American 
broke straight back. Agassi was 
again in trouble af 5-5 when be- 
had to save another ■■ breakpoint 
with a smash bat he managed to 
bold serve. 

. He then earned himself two 
match points in the next game 
with a flashing return and, though 
Sanchez saved the first with an 
ace, Agassi took the second with 
another return winner. 

Agassi, who has had relatively 
poor results this year, said be felt 
be was back to his best. 

“This win -puts into perspective 
where my game is now compared 
with the beginning of the year,” 
he said. “It gives me a lot of 
confidence for the rest of the 
week. If Fm not 100 per cent, Fm 
sure dose to it.' 1 

Agassi said he had always 
beaten Sampras on clay in the 
past. “But he's very talented. FH 
have to stay extremely focused to 


beat him.” 

Sampras, who wfll start as the 
underdog because of the surface, 
said: “I don’t think many people 
expected me to be in the quarter- 
finals so Tm happy. All the rest 
will be a bonus. 

“From die quarterfinals in a 
Grand Slam, anything can hap- 
pen. An attacking player like 
Yannick Noah won here so hope- 
fully I can do it too.” 

Sampras said the courts at Ro- 
land Garros had the fastest clay 
surfaces be had played on, 
favouring his big serve arc giving 
him more chances to get to the 
net and volley. 

“When I play Andre, I’ll get 
my best shot at beating him. I feel 
like I can stay with him from the 
back of the comt,” he said. 

Agassi said he feared Sam- 
pras's serve. “If be holds serve 
easily, be can get a lucky break 


and beat you,” he added. 

Spain’s Conchita Martinez, the 
No. 7 seed, beat No. 15 Leila 
Mieskhi of Georgia, 64, 7-5. In 
the quarterfinals, Martinez will 
{day Gabrieta Sabatfni and Bol- 
legraf will face Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 

The fourth women's quarter- 
final matches No. 2 seed Steffi 
Graf against Natalia Zvereva of 

Belarus. 


Sainz forced out of 


Acropolis Rally 


LAGONISSI, Greece (R) — 
World Championship leader Car- 
los Sainz pulled out of the Acro- 
polis Rally Monday after over- 
turning in his Toyota on the 13th 
and toughest stage. 

The Spaniard escaped unin - 
jnred but rival Didier Auriol took 
maximum advantage with more 
snperb driving. 

The Frenchman extended the 
lead in his Lancia to more than a 
minute over Italy’s Mild Biasion 
in a Ford Sierra. 

Auriol, 34, overcame a spinal 
injury, suffered in practice, and 
roared through the rough moun- 
tains in central Greece to dock 
two hours 12 minutes 37 seconds 
in the first 13 out of 40 special 
stages. He won all five special 
stages Sunday. 

Biasion trailed Auriol by one 
minute 27 seconds while world 
champion Jiiha Kankkunen • was 
third a further 39 seconds 6ehujd! 

“I am driving very fast and the' 
EfrjMVS VWX. wdL Everythffli 
is fine and I have no problems 
today,” said Auriol after the dus- 


ty seventh special stage in Pav- 
iiani. 

A rally ' organiser said: “He 
drives like a madman and nobody 
else can match his pace. If he 
does not damage his car beyond 
repair then he’ll win the race.” 

Kankkunen, second in the 
championship, 10 points behind 
Sainz, received a one-minute 
penalty Sunday night for arriving 
late at a check point. 


“The Lancia refused' to start. It 
Is okay now but this is a long rally 
and everthing is possible,” he 
said. 

Twelve drivers out of the 34 
starters have so for dropped out 
of the 1,860 kms, four-day rally 
which ends Wednesday. Among 
the retirements was top Swede 
Kenneth Erikkson who cracked 
the engine of his Mitsubishi 
Galant. 


The rCars.Hull .re-group (t in the 
ancient ■tour" of Delphi after, 
‘covering tfe^dayTjS, I3.*pe0a) 
stages' over 501 kms of gravel 
roads. 


1AAF to give Krabbe 


her, day in court 


TORONTO (AP) — Katrin 
Krabbe, the German world- 
champion sprinter suspended for 
manipulating a drug test, wQ] get 
her day in the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation's 
(IAAF) highest court. 

. But once th'at three-man 
arbitration panel renders its deci- 
sion some time in June, no one 
had better mess with it. 

Prime Nebiolo, IAAF presi- 
dent and the most powerful man 
in the sport, told a news confer- 
ence Sunday his organisation is 
the final and definitive stop on 
any appeal process. 

“We will never accept a deci- 
sion of any court in the world 
against our rules,” Mr. Nebiolo 
told a news conference as the 
200-countxy federation finished 
three days of meetings at a 
Toronto hotel. 

“It is our strong feeling that no 
court in the world can change our 
decisions and that all our 


athletes, wherever they live, must 
respect our rules.” 

Krabbe, the world champion at 
100 and 200 metres, was sus- 
pended for four yean along with Genaan 
sprinters Brit Greuer and Silke 
Moeller after a drug test at a 
German training camp in South 
Africa in February. While uri- 
nalysis showed no signs of banned 
substances, it was said the three 
samples came from the same per- 
son, a manipulation of the pro- 
cess which carries the same penal- 
ty as a positive test. 

However, the legal panel of the 
German Athletics Federation 
cleared the trio of the charges in 
April. The IAAF didn't accept 
that decision and ordered its 
arbitration panel to give a final 
ruling. 

The date of the bearing has yet 
to be set, although Nebiolo said it 
would “definitely” be held be- 
fored the Barcelona Olympics be- 
gin July 25. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH H1RSCH 

01991 Trtara Mads Sanson. «nt 


A GOOD SACRIFICE 



North -South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A K J 7 
-PAJ8 3 
0 Void 
4 A J 10 9 7 
WEST EAST 

4 10 9 6 4 2 48 

7 Void S? K 8 5 

C AKQ10954V 8 7 6 2 

0 3 

4 Void 4 K 6 6 4 3 

SOUTH 
4 Q6 3 
Q 10 9 7 4 2 

0 J 

4 Q 8 2 
The bidding 

South West North East 
Pass 5 6 Dbl Pass 
B 9 Pass 6 9 Pan 
Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of O 
The one facet of bridge you won’t 
find written about too often is bow 
to bid a highly distributional hand. 
There’s good reason for this— 
then’s no “correct” way to handle a 
freak! Advice will vary from bid all 
you can at once to lie in wait and see 
what develops. 

This hand was dealt in the expert 
game at the YMPL Bridge Group in 
New York. Sitting West was one of 
the world’s great players, Bob Ham- 
man of Dallas. He chose to open five 


diamonds, well aware that, as a re- 
sult. East- West might miss a lay- 
down spade slam. North. Israeli i 
internati onalis t Sam Lev, doubled 
and East, New York expert Joel 
Friedberg, passed. Sitting South 
was your reporter, who deemed five 

hearts to be the normal action. 

North raised to slam with some de- ; 
gree of confidence and East, with 
reasonable defense because of the 
two kings behind the strong hand, 
elected to pass. 

West lea the king of diamonds 
and the play was soon over. There 
was no way to prevent East from 
scoring both the king of trumps and 
the king of dubs — down one. To say 
that North was sorely disappointed 
would be an understatement 

The post-mortem revealed the 
fact the hand actually belonged to 
East -West Despite North’s pletho- 
ra of high cards, there was no way to 
stop West from gathering 12 tricks 
at a diamond contract! 

Even if North is inspired enough 
to under lead the ace-king of spades, 
so South can win the first trick and 
return a trump. West makes the 
rest. There are still three trumps in 
dummy for three spade ruffs, and 
that sets up a long spade in declar- 
er’s hand for the 12th trick. Now 
there’s something for point-count 
addicts to put In their pipes and 
smoke. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JUNE 2,. 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Cano// Rfghter Foundation 


GENERAL. TENDENCIES: 
Being more courteous- to. members 
of . the opposite sex and developing 
a more understanding attitude to- 
wards their individual circumst- 
ances where dose associates are 
concerned will assit your goals. 


foot forward in any duties you have 
to pe rf orm and with satisfactory 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whatever hopes you have, have a 
good chance of being (cafisod by the 
well rounded attention that you 
put them, tonight avoid money 
matters but visit an interesting 

companion. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Your judgment is gooc£ your 
ideas sound, your inspiration for a 
fresh approach at stowing your ta- 
lents is at a new high so put quickly 
in motion. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) An 
unusually good day for whatever 
claims your attention of a career, 
credit or dvic^onditioa so budd up 
your good name; tonight don't 
force a personal wish. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Combine newcomers with those 
who have known for some rime 
and individuaj of modern - expertise 
who can be of service to your 
burgoning success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to get into whatever 
vital business affairs _are vital to 
your security and work them out 
with experts in their fields. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make a point to show your 
famfiy you are aware of their goab 
and desires where breadth of scope 
and a ocw inspiration is concerned 
and you make progress in pleasing 
them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Every type of com- 
munications or message or contact 
can be the means by which you 
now greatly others and get their 
long time support. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you have in 
mind to increase .your financial 
picture and gain the confidence of 
those able to further your big ideas 
can be put in motion. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you nave in nuud in getting 


ever you have in mind in getting 
those of importance to bring your 
abilities to light should be most 
easfiy' done by letting them know 
your goal. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day in that you are able to 
envision how best to put your best 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) New friends in your life, 
older contacts who have been be- 
neficial and extraordinary types of 
persons an can operate in your 
favour now. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can see and devise a better 
way to gain what you want with 
confidential advisors and by unit- 
ing with them to formulate a cam- 
paign for future success. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Remember, dear, I have to share 
myself with hundreds of TV actors who 
also want my attentions" 


THAT SCRAMBLH) WORD GAME 
« — by Henri Arnold and Bob Leo 


: ‘ Unscramble these four Jumbles; 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


PLYSH 


PLEASE GIVE ME 
A POUND OF 
HAMBURGER AND 
MAKE IT LEAN 


UU ’ 


GOWAN 


BUCHYB 


DIZAWR 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prtot answer here:' 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GIVEN FEWER .PILLAR VACANT 


Answer He was so 
just by in 


THE Daily Crossword » 


Bruce W. Thompson 


ACROSS 
1 Rebuff 
5 A Murphy 
10 Surmounting 

14 Pedro's change 

15 Honey bunch 

16 Take-out words 

17 Dining sparingly 

20 Slender fallal 

21 Works of art 

22 Re sp iratory 
sounds 

23 -fide 
24 Dart 
26 Door frame 
28 Slant 

30 Triumphant cry 

33 Author Paton 

34 Fragrant, okl 
style 

35 Raw mineral 

36 Like-minded - 
people 

40 — Maria" 

41 Building beams 

42 Flivver 

43 Trevino of golt 

44 Time past 

46 Tavem workers 

47 Food regimen 

48 Pedestal part 

49 Cartographic 

coflection 

52 Put to work ' 

53 — de deux 
56 Look out for 

nurture uno 

60 Destroy 

61 — Peace Prize 

62 Alphabet run. 

63 Heb. measure 

64 Tale 

65 Ifttj — ol bricks 





DOWN 

1 Graf — 

2 Bound 

! 3 It. wine city 
4Luaur9sh 
I 5 Ornamental 
border 

j 6 Mason’s — 
Street 

7 Estrada 

8 Nettle 

8 Need* feature 
10 Up 


11 Work hard 

12 Goffiwogg 

13 Seal herds 

18 "High — " 

19 Grain beard 
23 Predicament 
-24 Feudal estates 

25 Bowflngafley 

26 Group of 
plotters 

27 Energetic 

28 Ranee's garb 

29 Trumpet sound 

30 Dull 

31 Rooky crest 

32 Plumed bird 
34 Work — 

(masterpiece) 

37 Somewhat 
bashful 

38 Double reed 
38 Edible root 
45ByasBght 

margin 

46 Fruit drinks 

47 Library stamp 

48 Eatery 


Yesterdays PnzdeSohml: 


nnnn anon ramracr 
nnnn nnnnjn nnnn 
rinnn rannnn □rano 
nrarann nnn 
„ njBnnnonncoon 
nnnnnra onnn 
rngn rcounm rninnn 
nmnn nraninn nnrm 
anoan nnnnn nnn 
„ nnnn nnnnjnn 
onnrirannnnjnRR 
gnra onnnn finnan 
nanrn nc^nnn nnnn 
nnraa nnnran nnnn 
ncinn nnnn nnnn 


49 Hairdo 

50 Sports group. 

51 Loaf 

52 Tramp . 

53 Nudnik 


54 Concerning 

55 Astound 
SI Nev.otf. 

58 Nonsense 
SSGurgp. 
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LONDON (R) — Following are die buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesaon 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 1.8335/45 

One U.S. dollar 1.2048/53 

1.5985/95 
1.8010/8020 
1.4510/20 
■ 32.86/90 
53700/50 
1202/1203 
126.80/90 
5.7540/90 
623275/325 
6.1430/530 

One ounce of gold $336.65/337.05 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscfaemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


m3k : 

r 

£191 
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Shows: 330, &15, 830, 1030 p.m. 
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Nabil & Hisham 
in person acting in the play 

“Atilan» New World Order" 

Tickets at: JD 2, JD 3 & JD 5 

Daily at 8:30 pm Extra show on Wednesday 4:30 p.m. 


Russia to increase money 
supply five times by August 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Russian 
government will flood the coun- 
try with new roubles in the next 
two months to try to alleviate a 
critical shortage of cash caused by 
soaring prices, a senior officii 
said Sunday. 

Although likely to fuel infla- 
tion, a boost in the money supply 
is the only way to soothe an 
“explosive situation” in the eco- 
nomy and among workers whose 
payrolls haven't been met, said 
Deputy Premier Yegor Gaidar .- 

Mr. Gaidar said the govern- 
ment plans in June to double the 
printing of the new 1, 000-rouble 
notes and boost the production of 
500-rouble bills. It intends to 
introduce a new 5,000-roable 
note in July, and mass produce it 
in August. 

“If tbere are no cataclysms, the 
situation with the money supply 
will start to improve (in Au- 
gust),” Mr. Gaidar said in an 
interview Sunday evening on 
Commonwealth Television. 

Prices have risen on average 
300 per cent since controls were 
lifted in January. The average 
monthly wage is about 1,000 rou- 
bles, and a dollar is equal to 


about 118 roubles at the widely 
used unofficial exchange rate. 

Mr. Gaidar said there would be 
142 billion roubles in circulation 
in June, 33 times the number in 
May. By Angcst it would be 
boosted by five to six times to 
270-280 billion roubles, he said. 

Among otbfr thing,. ■ the cadi 
shortage has prevented the gov- 
ernment from meeting its payrol 
to Siberian oil workers, who have 
threatened to go on strike against 
Russia's most important source of 
hard currency. 

The workers say the govern- 
ment has been short several mil- 
lion roubles on their pay in the 
last few months. They also want a 
share of hard-currency oil earn- 
ings and higher wholesale prices 
for oil, among other demands. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin reshuffled two top energy 
officials Saturday and may re- 
quest extra foreign credit to help 
die once- mighty oQ and gas in- 
dustry, news reports said. 

Expressing alarm at failing pro- 
duction in Russia’s most impor- 
tant industry, Mr. Yeltsin agreed 
during a cabinet meeting to 
accept some demands by disgrun- 
tled wbrkers but refused to lift all 


energy price controls im- 
mediately. 

“Today people still support the 
reforms and the president, but if 
we go beyond a critical point (of 
price hikes), we’ll set off a gener- 
al disaster,” Mr. Yeltsin said, 
according to the Interfax News 
Agency. 

However, he acknowledged 
the price issued was a “political 
priority” because of pressure by 
Western governments and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. He 
ordered a committee to study 
ways of lifting controls while pro- 
tecting consumers from resulting 
price rises. 

The government already has 
liberalised some energy and oil 
prices, while taking steps to 
alleviate the affect on consumers. 

Nonetheless, gasoline prices have 
more than doubled in recent 
weeks. 

Russia produces most of the oil 
and natural gas in the former 
Soviet Union, which was the 
world’s No. 1 oil exporter in 
1990. Political turmoil , economic 
collapse, aging equipment and 
tapped-out reserves have com- 
bined to jeopardise that status. 


Cuban nickel industry 
expands into world market 



HAVANA (R) — Cuba has ad- 
justed to the loss of former social- 
ist market in eastern Europe by 
quadrupling nickel sales to de- 
veloped capitalist countries and 
plans to double nickel production 
by the end of the decade, a senior 
industry official said. 

“We’re going to grow steadi- 
ly,** Walter Leo, president of the 
state nickel company, Cribani- 
quel, told Reuters. 

Communist-ruled Cuba has 
more than third of the world’s 
estimated known reserves of 
nickel. The Cuban industry, 
based in the north-eastern mining 
region of Moa, is the Caribbean 
island’s second most important 
export sector after sugar. 

Mr. Leo said in an interview 
Cuba’s three existing nickel 
plants would be modernised and 
a fourth- completed and brought 
into operation under a $1.2 bil- 
lion investment plan over 3ne 
next decade. 

The development plan, which 
- foresees cooperation with care- 
fully-selected foreign partners, 
would increase the country’s 
nickel production to around 

80.000 tonnes by 1996 and to 

100.000 tonnes by the end of the 
decade. 

Mr. Leo said the Cuban nickel 
industry and reacted successfully 
to tiie loss of its traditional mar- 
kets in eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union, which up to 


1989 together absorbed more 
than 80 per cent of Cuba’s nickel 
exports. 

Total output for 1992 was fore- 
cast to read) nearly 50,000 ton- 
nes, a record for the Cuban in- 
dustry. Exports in 1992 would 
earn an estimated $350 million. 

One innovation this year would 
be the production of small quanti- 
ties of high-purity metallic nickel 
and metallic cobalt, refined by a 
foreign partner for Cubaniquel to 
sell. 

Mr. Leo did not name the 
partner but said Cuba hoped to 
produce 4,000 tonnes of high- 
value metallic cobalt a year by the 
end of the decade. 

Cuba's nickel production for 
export in 1989 totalled 46.600 
tonnes, falling to 42,000 and 
34,000 tonnes in 1990 and 1991 as 
the industry absorbed the shock 
of the collapse of supplies of oil 
and industrial inputs from the 
former Socialist Bloc. 

Despite this disruption, the 
sector had managed to replace its 
lost preferential markets by re- 
versing the destination of its ex- 
ports and increasing hard curren- 
cy sales to the developed capital- 
ist world. 

In the last four years, without 
counting 1992, we've multiplied 
by four the quantities exported to 
capitalist countries,” Mr. Leo 
said. This realignment of exports 


would accelerate in 1992, he 
added. 

The expansion into the world 
market was mainly directed to- 
wards traditional capitalist 
clients, such as west European 
countries and Canada. Canada 
bought 8.000 tonnes of Cuban 
nickel in 1991. 

Mr. Leo said this export drive 
had been successful despite tight 
U.S. trade and financial restric- 
tions against Cuba which particu- 
larly targeted Cuban nickel sales. 

“We've come out winners in 
that battle, we’ve become special- 
ists in the (U.S.) blockade, we 
have to thanlc the U.S. adminis- 
trations for that,” he added. 

But the U.S. restrictions were 
still containing Cuba's nickel ex- 
port potential. Mr. Leo said that 
Japan, for example, was not 
buying as modi Cuban nickel as it 
could. 

“There is- more space for 
Cuban nickel and we’re fighting 
to open it up,” Mr. Leo said, 
without offering a detailed break-, 
down of imports by individual 
countries. 

Cuba had supplied no nickel to 
either Russia or other members 
of the ‘CouuneuweaJth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) so for in 1992. 
Mr. Leo attributed this partly to 
the ^oaring costs of their indus- 
tries which hampered agreements 
on prices. 


World Bank 
lends Iran 
$134 million 


NICOSIA (R) — The World 
Bank has approved two loans for 
Iran totalling $134 million, the 
Iranian news agency IRNA 
quoted Finance Minister Mohsen 
Nourbakhsh as saying. He said a 
$57 million loan for flood preven- 
tion and agricultural projects in 
the Sistan-Baluchistan province 
was ratified Thursday. The bank 
had also approved a $77 million 
loan for a project to control 
Tehran's surface waters “despite 
the U.S. government's opposi- 
tion,’' Mr. Nourbakhsh said with- 
out elaborating. 

Iran’s relations with the World 
Bank, dormant for years after the 
1979 Islamic revolution, have im- 
proved in the past couple of 
years. 

Last year the World Bank ex- 
tended its first loan to Iran since 
1974 — a $250 million credit for 
rebuilding damage from a 1990 
earthquake. 


China plans 
big layoffs 
in coal 

industry 


BEUING (R) — China will lay 
off 80,000 coal miners this year as 
it tries to make its huge and 
dangerous coal industry more 
efficient, the China Daily h»c 
said. 

The industry employs seven 
million workers, more than the 
total number of coal miners in the 
rest of the world, the newspaper 
said. 

Official statistics released this 
year showed that almost 30 
Chinese miners die each day in 
accidents in unsafe mines that are 
rarely inspected. 

Mines get a premium pay for 
the danger they face. By the end 
of this year the average miner will 
earn about $1,820 annually, ab- 
out four times more than workers 
in light industry who make about 
$455, the China Daily said. 

The China National Coal Cor- 
poration told the newspaper it 
would try to provide retraining 
for jobs in the service or manu- 
facturing sectors. 

A push for economic reform 
has threatened layoffs in many of 
China's lumbering, inefficient 
and loss-making state industries, 
but officials have moved 
cautiously for fear of inciting 
worker unrest. 



TOKYO — The strong yen and* bonds pushed the market up in 
morning trade, but thin volume turned off buyers, leaving 
profit-taking and futures-linked selling to hurt prices. The Nikkei 
closed - down 343.64 points at 18,004.11. 

SYDNEY — Trade was thin at the start of a traditionally quiet 
month. to end the financial year. The All Ordinaries closed 3.9 
points lower at 1,674.4. 

BONG KONG — Heavy afternoon selling of selected blue chips 
following sharp gains pushed the Hang Seng Index down 24.15 
points, or 0.40 pet, to close at 6,056.00. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices ended lower as institutional demand 
slackened and investors took profits from recent gains. The Straits 
Times Index fell 14.17 points to 1 , 510 . 52 . 

LONDON — French share prices trimmed their losses at the finish 
but still dosed a lacklustre session with widespread declines. The 
. CAC-40 Index ended 15.89 points, down at 2.017.40. 

: PARIS. — The equity market ended the first day of the new 
account slightly weaker in a thin session marked by lack of 
business. The FTSE 100 index closed down 10.0 points at 2,697.6. 
NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips halved their losses by late 
monting as investors returned after bonds pressured equities 
following strong national purchasing data for May. The Dow was 
about 13 lower at 3373. 
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PIECES OP LAND FOR SALE * 

in distinguished locations in Abdoun area 
Fit for building embassies, palaces and villas. 
Please call the owner directly, Mr. Zeid 
Tel. No. 816610. 

Please no intermediaries. 


FOR RENT 

(FULLY FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT) 


TWO BEDROOMS, LIVING ROOM, 
FAMILY ROOM, NEW CARPET, 
QUIET AREA, NICE VIEW . 

TEL. 652428 FROM 9:00 AM TO 7:00 PM 
UM-UTHAINA 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The American Women of Amman 

will be holding their monthly general meeting 
on Tuesday, June 2 
from 4-6 p.m. at the Marriott Hotel 


FOR RENT 

A super deluxe modern building is for rent It 
contains; 

3 flats (310 square metres), 1 roof (160 square metres). 4 
bedrooms, 1 living room, 1 dining room, i housekeeper 
room, 4 bathrooms, central heating and elevator. 
Location: Um Uthaina, Al Forat St. 

For more Information, please call 661121, Mr. 
Nasri from 09:30 a.m.-14:30 ONLY and not after 
these hours. 

The complete rent must be paid in advance. 


GCC makes 2000 
new target year 
for united market 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — Six Gulf Arab slates have agreed on a 
new deadline for establishing a common market, setting the year 
2000 as the target for a goal which has already eluded them for more 
than a decade. 

The Bahrain-based Gulf News Agency quoted Kuwaiti Finance 
Minister Nasser Abdulla Al Rodhan as saying the six Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) states have until the end of 1999 ro overcome 
obstacles preventing the unification of their markets. 

Goals indude common customs duties — which vary in each GCC 
state — and unification of currencies, Sheikh Rodhan said. 

He spoke in Riyadh late Sunday after a meeting of trade and 
finance ministers of the GCC which groups Bahrain, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. 

GCC members have been trying to standardise their markets since 
their economic and political alliance was set up 11 years ago. They 
have postponed previous target dates several limes. 

The GCC said last month it hoped to sign a free trade pact with the 
European Community, iis main trading partner, during 1992 but EC 
officials say this cannot happen until its members unify their customs 
duties. 

Belgrade announces 
oil-saving moves 


BELGRADE (R) — Sanctiorts- 
hit Yugoslavia announced spedal 
measures Monday to conserve oil 
products in the face of a U.N. 
trade embargo. 

Western diplomats said that if 
the measures were effective. 
Serb-led Yugoslavia may be able 
to make current oil reserves last 
for two months or more. 

Nikola Sainovic, Serbia's ener- 
gy resources minister, said by 
conserving energy, the country 
could avert fuel shortages despite 
an ail embargo under the United 
Nations sanctions imposed 
Saturday. 

“A programme of conservation 
of oil derivatives is being pre- 
pared.” Mr. Sainovic told the 
Yugoslav news agency Tan jug 
but gave no details. 

Mr. Sainovic said Yugoslavia’s 
main oil refineries in Novi Sad 
and Pancevo were processing 
10.000 tonnes daily. 

“For the most part, this is 
enough to meet our needs,” he 
said. “There will not be fuel 
shortages.” 


He said a daily quota of 7.000 
tonnes of oil had been enough to 
meet the base needs of the eco- 
nomy and the public during the 
winter. 

Daily oil production from 
Yugoslavia's Vojvodina province 
was 3.000 tonnes and the rest 
could be secured from current 
reserves, he said. 

Western diplomats said Yugos- 
lavia usually maintained oil re- 
serves sufficient to Last 15 to 20 
days. 

Mud) of the country's oil and 
petrol have been gone for the war 
effort in Croatia and Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina but Yugoslavia had 
been stockpiling extra supplies 
for some time, the diplomats 
said. 

“With strict conservation they 
could last two months or more,” 
one envoy said. 

The diplomats said the govern- 
ment was likely to consider 
rationing petrol but appeared not 
to have drawn up a final plan for 
how to deal with sanctions. 


Coin shortage hits ; 
Nigerian businesses 


' LAGOS (R) — A shortage of new 
coins in Nigeria is hitting business 
activity and pushing up prices in 
sub-Saharan Africa's biggest eco- 
nomy, traders have said. 

Bankers said the problem was 
partly caused by people melting 
coins to make jewellery, after the 
Central Bank of Nigeria scrapped 
small denomination notes. 

Traders in Lagos said the shor- 
tage of new aluminium-based 
coins started biting after the old 
50 kobo ($0.03) and one naira 
($0.05) notes stopped being leg- 
al tender on May 3. 

The News Agency of Nigeria 
said the scarcity had hit business 
activity in the normally bustling 
southeastern city of Enugu, 
where many traders and taxi and 
bus drivers had refused to work 
because of frequent squabbling 
with customers. 

Meanwhile, Nigeria plans to 
sell 5.000 tonnes of grain to the 


public at subsidised prices to 
cushion food price rises,, state 
radio has said. 

Agriculture Minister Abubakar 
Hashidu said in the northern city 
of Bauchi the government would 
release the grain from its re- 
serves, the radio added. 

Last March the government 
announced a package of mea- 
sures, including relaxation of 
duties on a wide range of imports, 
after a 43 per cent devaluation of 
the naira triggered major price 
hikes which raised tension in 
Africa's most populous nation. 

At least two people were killed 
in commuter riots over increased 
public transport fares in Nigerian 
cities last month. 

Vice-President Augustus 
Aikhomu told reporters in the 
inland capital Abuja prices- of 
essential commodities would 
soon fall as a result of the mea- 
sures. 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe furnished apartment with brand new furniture, 
facing Olympia Hotel-Sweifieh, 350 sq. metres area. Built-in 
kitchen appliances. Marble floors... etc. 

Please contact owner directly tel. 825566 


Announcement 


— ^ntntan 


to meet on 3/6/92 from 10-12 a.m. 
at Marriott Hotel 

Meeting on 10/6/92 cancelled due to Eid Al Ad ha. 


FOR SALE 

By method of seated bids three unserviceable cars, and one 
motorcycle. 

DUTY NOT PAID 

The above cars are available for inspection and bidding at the 
American Embassy parking lot, near the Jordan Intercon Hotel, 
3rd Circle. 

On Wednesday and Thursday the 3rd & 4th of June, 1992, 
between the hours 10:00 am to 11:00 am. each day. 

Refundable 20% cash deposit 
required on all bids. 



JORDAN VISITOR SERVICES 

COMPLETE TRAVEL & 
TOURISM SERVICES 

Tel. 604464.604474 Fax. 604474 




































































































































World News 


Sporadic fighting in Bosnia as 
Yugoslavia sanctions take effect 


BELGRADE (AP) — Sporadic 
fighting and artillery bombard- 
ments Monday shook parts of the 
embattled Republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovjna. as United Nations 
sanctions against Yugoslavia 
started to take bite. 

With speculation rampant in 
the Serbian press that the interna- 
tional community's next move 
would be military, the comman- 
der of the Yugoslav Air Force 
•vowed his planes would repel any 
attack. 

"We will fight to the last man.” 
declared Maj. Gen. Bozidar Ste- 
fanovic in an interview with Bel- 
grade's large-circulation Vecem- 
je Novosti daily. 

Sporadic small arms and can- 
non fire was reported in Sarajevo 
through much of the night. A 
ceasefire mediated by U.N. 
peacekeepers was to take effect 
at 6 p.m. (1600 GMT). 

The truce appeared an attempt 
by Serb leaders in Bosnia to 
prove they are not responsible for 
the latest upsurge in fighting, 
despite the blame assigned by the 
U.N. Security Council in impos- 
ing sanctions Saturday. 

It was unclear whether the 
latest ceasefire would be any 
more successful than many other 
previous truces that collapsed 
almost immediately. 

At least 2.250 people have died 
in fighting in Bosnia since its 
Slavic Muslims and Croats, who 
account for nearly 60 per cent of 
the republic's 4.3 million people, 
voted for independence on Feb. 
29. 

The United Nations and most 
of the world blame Serbia and 
Montenegro, the only two states 
in the new Yugoslavia, for the 


escalation of ethnic warfare in 
Bosnia. 

The Serb-led Yugoslav army 
has aided Serb fighters who have 
seized some two- thirds of Bos- 
nian territory since the independ- 
ence vote, forcing more than 
600.000 to flee their homes. 

The U.N. Security Council's 
sweeping sanctions against 
Yugoslavia include a ban on all 
trade, an oil embargo and the 
cutting of air links. 

The Yugoslav airlines, the 
national flag' carrier, and Avio 
Genex. a charter airline, 
announced they were discon- 
tinuing all flights to Western 
Europe. Hundreds of passengers 
were stranded at Belgrade Air- 
port. 

Mile-long lines of cars formed 
in front of gas stations early 
Monday as motorists, fearing an 
oil squeeze, rushed to stock up. 

But there was no panic-buying 
in Belgrade's still well-stocked 
supermarkets and grocery stores, 
and there appeared to be no rush 
of customers. Most people 
appeared confident that the sanc- 
tions would change almost no- 
thing. 

Sidewalk cafes were packed on 
a beautiful sunny day. 

“I cannot believe that these 
sanctions will last long enough to 
make a difference,” said Verica 
Milivojevic, a grocery sale clerk. 

“We already have stocks of oil, 
flour and other vital items to last 
us several months, so we figure 
we will get through ji*’t fine,” 
said Mileva Simic, a retired 
schoolteacher. 

Although no military measures 
have been discussed specifically 
by the Security Council, the Bel- 


grade press has been rife with 
speculation the United Nations 
would impose a naval blockade 
and to assume control of Yugos- 
lavia's airspace. 

Gen. Stefanovic said that the 
airforce had succeeded in moving 
almost all of its estimated 450 
combat aircraft and hundreds of 
helicopters from those republics 
that seceded from Yugoslavia, 
and would not hesitate to use 
them to counter any milirary in- 
tervention. 

"The Americans and NATO 
may try to attack ... from their 
bases in Italy and 6th Fleet air- 
craft carriers,” he warned. 

But he said anti-aircraft missile 
systems were “concentrated 
around the capital and are fully 
operational — whoever dares to 
attack Belgrade will be 'wel- 
comed' in a fitting manner.” 

Meanwhile, in addition to the 
sporadic shooting and shelling 
reported in Sarajevo, several de- 
tonations were heard from diffe- 
rent parts of the battered city. 
But Boro Kontic, a Radio 
Sarajevo editor reached by tele- 
phone from Zagreb, said fighting 
had subsided early Monday. 

Serbain and Croatian forces 
also traded fire south of Sarajevo, 
and shells fell on Croatia's histor- 
ic city of Dubrovnik, local de- 
fence officials said. 


Sixteen large-calibre shells also 
exploded in the Serb-controlled 
southern Bosnian town of Tre- 
binje. They were fired from 
Croatian positions around Dub- 
rovnik, the Belgrade-based Tan- 
jug News' Agency said. 

Street fighting also was re- 
ported from Gorazde. the last 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Seoul urges North to accept inspections 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean Prime Minister Chung Won-Shik 
told North Korea Monday that progress towards reconciliation 
would stop unless Pyongyang accepted mutual inspection of 
nuclear sites. Seoul, Washington and Tokyo fear that the North, 
isolated and economically crippled since the collapse of commun- 
ion in Europe, is on the brink of producing a nuclear bomb. Mr. 
Chung said in a message to his Northern counterpart Yon 
Hyong-Muk that it was unfortunate that inter-Korean nuclear 
talks had become deadlocked. "(We) should bear in mind that 
without South-North mutual inspections, there would no 
meaningful progress in the overall South-North relations," he 
said. "Your side should now come to the table of nuclear 
negotiations with a sincere and reasonable attitude." Mr. Chung 
sent the message after a meeting with South Korean Unification 
Minister Choi Ho-Joong, Foreign Minister Lee Sang-Ock, De- 
fence Minister Choi Sae-Chang and a senior aide to President 
Roh Tae-Woo, a government spokesman said. 


Heavy fighting rages in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan planes and artillery pounded 
Tamil Tiger rebel positions Monday as the army fought to take 
control of a major town used to fennel supplies to guerrilla camps, 
the military said. Prime Minister Dingin' Banda Wijetunga said 
the nine-year-old civil war would end within two months. 
However, army officers and analyse said the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam rebels fighting for an independent state in the north 
and east were far from vanquished. Mr. V'-jetunga said the 
government had a secret plan to end the war, the independent 
island newspaper reported Monday. Speaking to reporters in the 
central town of Meddadumbara, the prime minister would not say 
if his optimism was prompted by a recent wave of military 
successes or whether the government would initiate peace talks 
with the Tigers. Military officers said the army was capable of 
launching an all-out offensive on rebel-held Jaffna peninsula, but 
it would not be a decisive battle since the rebels could melt away 
into the jungles. 


Mandela warns whites over violence 


PHOLA PARK ( R) — Nelson Mandela has warned white South 
Africans they could become targets of angry blacks and renewed 
his threats of mass demonstrations to speed the process of change. 
The African National Congress president said the ANC would 
discourage attacks on whites but may be powerless to scop them. 
As he issued the warning during a visit to Phola Park Squatter 
Camp — a stronghold of ANC radicals — crowds of his 
supporters stoned police armoured vehicles less than 100 metres 
away. Out of sight of the Mandela entourage, a camp resident 
fired several shots from an AK-47 rifle. Police, who have 
encircled the camp with barbed wire to combat what they call its 
unacceptable level of violence, said the shots were aimed at them 
but no one was hit. 


Japan foreign minister may need surgery 


TOKYO (R) — Ailing Japanese Foreign Minister Michio 
Watanabe is suffering from a gallstone and a bile duct infection 
and may require surgery, a Japanese news agency report said 
Monday. The Kyodo report quoted the minister's elder son 
Yoshimi. Mr. Watanabe, 68, was taken to hospital Sunday with 
acute stomach pains. Prime Minister K'ichi Miyazawa temporarily 
took over his duties. A Foreign Ministry spokesman stressed 
earlier that the minister was conscious and his life was not in 
danger. Mr. Miyazawa’s first task was to substitute for Watanabe 
in the diet (parliament), where a crucial foreign policy debate 
began Monday. Mr. Watanabe had helped draft controversial 
legislation currently before the upper house, aimed at permitting 
Japanese troops to take part in U.N. peace-keeping operations. 



Boris Yeltsin 


F.W. De Klerk 


De Klerk meets Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (R)**— F.W. De 
Klerk met Boris Yeltsin in the 
Kremlin Monday on a visit that 
marks a diplomatic breakthrough 
for the South African president 
and raises hopes of economic 
help for the Russian leader. 

Mr. De Klerk, facing growing 
black township violence at home, 
walked up the red-carpeted stair- 
case of the Grand Kremlin Palace 
past a huge portrait of Bolshevik 
leader Vladimir Lenin to be re- 
ceived with a warm handshake by 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

"An new era in relations be- 
tween Russia and South Africa 
has already begun," Mr. De 
Klerk said on arrival in Moscow. 

South African flags flew along 
mam boulevards leading to the 
Kremlin — a sight unthinkable 
only a few years ago when the 
Soviet Union was channelling - 
huge resources to Marxist rebel 
groups on the African continent. 

For decades South Africa was 
attacked in Soviet newspapers as 
a “racist tool of Western im- 
perialism," its leaders parodied in 
cartoons brandishing bullwhips as 
they stood over prostrate black 
people. 

The Moscow visit, symbolically 
ending a 35-year diplomatic 
breach, has infuriated commun- 
ists in South Africa. 

Mr. Yeltsin, they argue, should 
receive African National Con- 
gress (ANC) leader Nelson Man- 
dela before the head of what 
remains a white minority govern- 
ment despite Mr. De Klerk's re- 
forms. 

At the weekend, Izvestia news- 
paper said it had uncovered docu- 
ments showing that the South 


African Communist • Party had 
been closely controlled by 
Moscow. 

One 1930s document from the 
archives of the old Communist 
International ordered the party to 
prepare to seize power. 

For Mr. De Klerk, this week's 
tour, also taking in Japan and 
Singapore, is another step to- 
wards international acceptance. 

South Africa and the Soviet 
Union shared close economic in- 
terests even during the yearn 
when they held no formal con- 
tacts. Informal and secret busi- 
ness relations survived despite 
Moscow's public condemnations 
of Pretoria. 

The two countries dominate 
world gold and diamond produc- 
tion. Russia badly needs help in 
extracting ore to help shore up its 
shattered economy and finance 
radical market reforms. 

Both countries face enormous 
social upheaval, Russia in casting 
off the centralised Communist 
system and South Africa in dis- 
mantling the apartheid system of 
racial segregation. 

Russia's industrial heartland 
remains calm despite steep price 
increases early this year and the 
prospect of tougher measures in 
the months to come. 

But Mr. Yeltsin faces serious 
problems extricating Russian 
troops from trouble spots in for- 
mer Soviet southern republics. 

Mr. De Klerk, for his part, 
faces opposition from white con- 
servatives to his moves towards 
black participation in govern- 
ment. But he is also » nder fire 
from the ANC. 
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Clinton set to clinch nomination 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Prim- 
ary voting in California and five 
other states Tuesday wfll likely 


White House.” Mr. Brown said of California Dem^tic vofers 
in San Diego. “And the Demo- show him in a dead neat with Mr. 
cratic Party win get squeezed Brown in California, America s ■ 
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remaining government stron- 
ghold in eastern Bosnia. The 
town is packed with 20,000 main- 
ly Muslim refugees and is entirely 
surrounded be Serb irregulars 
who have occupied much of the 
region in the past month. 

Two people were reported kil- 
led and four wounded in the 
bombardment of the northern 
Croatian dty of Slavonski Brod 
by Serbian gunners firing from 
across the Sava River boundary 
with Bosnia. ■ 

Japan said Monday it would 
halt trade with Yugoslavia and 
stop movement of its assets in and 
out of Japan as part of U.N. 
Security Council sanctions 
against the rump state. “Japan is 
ready to take action in line with 
the U.N. decision,” a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. A for- 
mal announcement would be 
made within a few days. 

Australian Prime Miniser Paul 
Keating Monday halted flights by 
die Yugoslav national airline and 
said his government will be 
“moving expeditiously" to imple- 
ment other sanctions against 
Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Keating welcomed a Un- 
ited Nations Security Council re- 
solution imposing sanctions 
against the rump Yugoslav states 
of Serbia and Montenegro and 
said in a statement that Australia 
would honour them. 

Neutral Switzerland is con- 
sidering applying economic sanc- 
tions against Yugoslavia, a Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said. As 
a first step, all Swiss airports have 
already been closed to the 
Yugoslavian airline since Sunday 
and Swissair is no longer flying to 
Belgrade. 


Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion but polls show most U.S. 
voters have eyes only for Ross 
Perot. 

As the 1992 primary season 
nears an end, the Texas multibil- 
lionaire's expected independent 
campaign has eclipsed both 
Arkansas 1 Governor Clinton and 
Republican President George 
Bush. 

While perot's name has yet to 
appear on a primary ballot, even 
the insurgent presidential candi- 
dates of the two major parties 
were marvelling at his success. 

“What the country is saying is 
that it does not want a second 
Bush administration," Pat 
Buchanan, the president's right- 
wing rival, said on NBC’s Meet 
The Press Sunday. 

“It wants to overturn the estab- 
lishment of both political parties 
in Washington D.C.," Mr. 
Buchanan said. “As of now, the 
election of *92 is shaping up as a 
referendum on Ross Perot" 

At the same time Jerry Brown. 
Mr. Clinton’s last Democratic riv- 
al, predicted his party would lose 
the Nov. 3 election if Mr. Clinton 
is the nominee. 

“You've got a billionaire Tex- 
an, talking tough, and you've got 
President Bush, who's got the 


out a mushy moderate position,” 

Campaigning in Los Angeles, 
Mr. Clinton ignored Mr. Brown 
and aimed his attacks at Mr. Bush 
as tiie all-but-certain Democratic 
nominee continued laying ground 
work for the general election. 

Addressing a mostly Jewish au- 
dience at an outdoor festival, Mr. 
Ointon said Mr. Bush had squan- 
dered a chance for Middle East 
peace after the Gulf war and had 
damaged U.S. relations with 
Israel by putting unfair pressure 
on the Jewish state. 

“We had an unprecedented 
opportunity to bring together 
Israel and her Arab neighbours in 
a peace process, an opportunity 


sary ingredient in any winning 
recipe for victory. 

Mr. Brown is well known in 
California as a former two-term 



which has been badly squandered 
by the United States’ failure to be 


by the United States’ failure to be 
fair in the deliverative process.” 

Mr. Clinton, who affirmed his 
commitment to Israel, accused 
the Bush administration of put- 
ting" unbelievable one-sided 
pressure” on the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

In an earlier speech to the 
mostly black congregation of a 
Los Angeles church, Mr. Clinton 
said America's economic lead- 
ership had failed and that new 
blood was needed to rebuild. 

In a troublesome sign for Mr. 
Clinton, the most recent surveys 


governor. 

Mr. Clinton is expected to win 
Tuesday’s other primary votes in 
Ohio, New’ Jersey, Alabama, 
New Mexico and Montana easily. 

Mr. Bush is favoured to sweep 
ail six of Tuesday’s primaries. 

Meanwhile Time magazine said 
Sunday Mr. CUnton,- who had an 
alcoholic is stepfather, has sup- 
pressed memories of several 
traumatic childhood incidents. 

The news magazine reports in- 
its new issue that both Mr. Clin- 
ton and his mother, Virginia, 
show a remarkable ability to sup- 
press the past, including the 1959 
arrest of his stepfather for abus- 
ing Mr. Clinton's mother. 

As a 15-year-old, Mr. CUnton 
described the incident in a sworn 
deposition at his mother's divorce 
proceedings. Time said. But the 
magazine said Mr. CUnton not 
only forgot that event but forgot 
that he ever gave the deposition. 

Mr. Clinton’s mother was 
quoted as saying: “Bill and I have 
always been able to do that. I 
know you people are amazed at 
this, but we would always put 
away anything unpleasant.” 


Dancing at 
Lughnasa wins 
Tony as best play. 


Thai premier’s appointment postponed 


BANGKOK (AP) — Wary of 
high tensions in Thailand’s capit- 
al, lawmaker Monday postponed 
naming the country's next prime 
minister until next weekend at 
the earliest. 
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House Speaker Arthit Urairat 
told reporters he would defer 
proposing a candidate to King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej until ten- 
sions subsided mid the constitu- 
tion was reformed. 


“I can see the trend toward 
confrontation, a tragedy which 


would be more violent that the 
previous one,” Mr. Arthit said in 
a statement. 

Mr. Arthit said a candidate for 
prime minister would not be 
proposed until at least next Sun- 
day or Monday, and the decision 
was backed by both ruling and 
opposition lawmakers. 

The constitutional ' monarch’s* 
approval of the candidate is vir- 
tually assured. 

Meanwhile, armed with 
videotapes and photographs of 
army massacres, Thai students 


and pro-democracy campaigners 
are taking their message to the 
countryside, the military’s tradi- 
tional support base. 

While Bangkok was centre- 
stage for the bloody drama of the 
pro-democracy movement last 
month, the campaign also took a 
firm hold in provinces with tens 
of thousands demonstrating in 
several cities. 

Activists say more nationwide 
protests are likely if parliament 
fails to nominate an acceptable 
interim prime minister. 


Emergency talks on Karabakh begin 


ROME (AP) — Representatives 
of 11 countries met Monday in an 
emergency session to try to 
launch a peace process in Nagor- 
no-Karabakh, site of the worst 
fighting to hit tiie former repub- 
lics of the Soviet Union. 


The Rome meeting marked die biggest step 
taken yet in tbe conflict bj 
the 52-nation Conference oi) 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. 

Previous mediation attempts 
by Russia and Iran have not 
stopped the bloodshed in Nagor- 
no-Karabakh, a pocket of land in . 
Muslim Azerbaijan mostly popu- 
lated by ethnic Armenians. 


The participants _ at Monday* 
meeting may consider sending 
CSCE observer, to Nagorno- 


Karabakh, said Alessandro Di 
Franco, an Italian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman. 

“Everything is up for discus- 
sion,” the said. The meeting was 
expected to last several days. 

The emergency session was cal- 
led after Armenian ‘’self-de- 
fence” forces took over Nagorno- 
Karabakh following four years of 
fighting. Fighting also spread to 
Nakhichevan, a pocket of about 
250,000 Azerbaijanis surrounded 
by Armenia, Turkey and Iran. 

Tbe flare-up in violence has 
upset Turkey. Some politicians 
there have called .for sending 
troops to aid the Azerbaijanis, 
who are finked to Turks by lan- 
guage and Muslim faith. 

The 11 countries, members of 


tbe CSCE conference on Nagor- 
no-Karabakh, had originally been 
scheduled to meet at a peace 
conference in the Belarussian 
capital of Minsk in late June. 

The emergency session was 
organised by Mario RaffaeUi, a 
former Italian Foreign under- 
secretary who heads the Nagor- 
no-Karabakh conference. He has 
recently been mediating between 
the warring rides m Mozambique. 

Aside from Italy, the members 
of die Nagorno-Karabakh group 
are the United States, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Russia, France, Germany, 
Sweden, Turkey, .Belarus, Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan. 

Armenian and Azerbaijani 
representatives from Nagorno- 
Karabakh were also invited to the 
meeting as observers. 


Former world leaders urge war on 
drugs, arms and population growth 


QUERETARO, Mexico (R) — 
Former world leaders ended a 
four-day conference in this colo- 
nial Mexican city calling for an 
all-out battle on drug abuse, 
military spending and population 
growth if mankind is to survive. 

“There are already one billion 
people living under the line of 
absolute poverty,” a summary of 
the former leaders' deliberations 
said. “There will be many more if 
the population of the world con- 
tinues growing at the present 
pace.” 

The 20 former heads of state 
and government, meeting under 
the aegis of the 10-year-old In- 
teraction Council, said the world 
population would double to 11 
billion people by the year 2032 at 
current growth rates. 

“The very question of survival 
will arise," the council said. 

Among former leaders taking 
part were Oscar Arias, former 
president of Costa Rica, Robert 
McNamara former U.S. defence 
secretary and World Bank chief, 
ex- Presidents Gerald Ford of the 
United States, Miguel De La 


Madrid of Mexico and Jose Sar- 
ney of Brazil, former Portuguese 
Prime Minister Maria de Lourdes 
Pintasflgo and General Olusegun 
Obasanjo of Nigeria. 

Points adopted by the former 
leaders in their final dedaratibn 
included a call for government to 
extend nuclear non-proliferation 
for another 25 years when the 
current international treaty com- 
es up for review in 1995,- and for 
the United Nations Security 
Council do step up its role in 
world conflict-management and 
peacekeeping. 

The Security Council should 
have access to a “stand-by inter- 
national military or police force,” 
the council said. 

The Interaction Council, 
chaired by former German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Schmidt, defines 
itself as a "disinterested non- 
actor in the complex field of 
international politics and rela- 
tions.” It studies world political 
and economic problems and 
seeks to develop practical propos- 
als for solving them. 


developed world should take as 
much responsibility as developing 
countries in tackling drug traf- 
ficking, drug addiction and arms 
spending. 

‘The production of drugs will 
pot be stopped unless the demand 
is drastically curbed, especially in 
developed countries,” they said. 
Several speakers, including 1987 
Nobel Peace laureate Arias, as 
well as Mr. McNamara, said last 
week that the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council were responsible for 85 
per cent of arms sales to the Third 
World. 

The world now spent more 
than SI trillion a year on arms, 
the former leaders said. 

“Participants underlined that 
the moral and political responsi- 
bility for curbing the arms trade 
lies principally with the five 
permanent members” — the Un- 
ited States, Russia, China, 
France and Britain. 

“Savings from disarmanent 
should clearly be earmarked to 
support die alleviation of pover- 


The former leaders said the ' ty,” they added. 


Troops Line Rio streets for countdown to Earth Summit 


Former aide of Chancellor Kohl dies 


BONN (R) — Lutz Stavenhagen, a former top aide of German 
Chancellor Helmut kohl, has died of pneumonia at the age of 52, 
his parliamentary office said Monday. A spokesman said Mr. 
Stavenhagen, a member of Mr. Kohl's Christian Democrats, died 
in hospital on Sunday night. Mr. Stavenhagen quit on Dec. 3 as 
Mr. Kohl’s top aide overseeing Germany's spy services and 
European policies after being entangled in 'scandals over Bonn's 
help for a former East German official and secret arms exports to 
Israel. He resigned as minister of state in the chancellery, a job he 
had held since 1987. 


Muslim party supports Suharto 


JAKARTA (R) Indonesia's Muslim-based opposition party 
says it wants President Suharto, in power since 1965, to stay in the 
job for another five years. The Kompas daily Monday quoted 
Matori Abdul Jalil, secretary-general of the United Development 
Party (PPP), as saying in South Sumatra at the weekend that his 
party would not discuss any presidential candidate but Mr. 
Suharto. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — With 
some top industrial states already 
objecting to key environmental 
pacts, officials gathered in Rio 
De Janeiro Monday for this 
week's Earth Summit. 

Britain joined the United 
States in expressing reservations 
about a cornerstone summit trea- 
ty designed to protect plant and 
animal species. 

Washington had dismayed eco- 
logists and some politicians by 
saying it will not sign the docu- 
ment. But President George 
Bush was expected to try to de- 
flect criticism Monday by 
announcing more U.S. help to 
preserve the world’s forests. 

A senior aide said on a U.S. 
television programme Sunday 
that Mr. Bush would announce a 
new thrust to develop sound 
forest management policies in- 
volving more than 5100 million in 
annual, contributions. 

The Earth Summit, officially 


called the U.N. Conference on 
Environment and Development 
(UNCED), opens formally 
Wednesday, and officials from 
about 160 countries taking part 
have already begun informal 
talks. 

Non-governmental environ- 
mentalist and development 
groups plan to upstage heads of 
state at the summit by opening 
their own conference 24 hours 
earlier. 

A senior official of the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
Sunday described the "biodiversi- 
ty" treaty which the United 
States has refused to sign as a 
symbol of Western nations’ com- 
mitment to safeguard the Third 
World’s resources. 

“This action by the United 
States is a singularly inauspicious 
start to the Earth Summit," Gor- 
don Shephard, WWF campaigns 
and treaties director, said. 

Washington says the treaty 


would take away the rights and 
patents of U.S. companies that 
market biological inventions. 

Britain’s Environment Minister 
Michael Howard said Sunday his 
government was concerned that 
measures proposed in the pact to 
protect species were weak and 
details of its cost were unclear. 

The row over the biodiversity 
treaty follows Washington’s re- 
fusal to sign the other main treaty 
to be presented to the Earth 
Summit, on global wanning, until 
goals and timetables for cutting 
emission of greenhouse gases 
were removed. 


Environmentalists say tbe wa- 
tered-down treaty which world 
leaders will now sign is meaning- 
less because it lacks targets. 

Further hard talking lies ahead 
in the two-week summit, espe- 
cially oyer how much the richer, 
industrialised nations are pre- 
pared to pay to help the Third 


World. 

But organisers, including Earth 
Summit Secretary General 
Maurice Strong, say it trill suc- 
ceed despite the sceptics. 

The feet that about 100 heads 
of state are due to attend the 
meeting shows a new commit- 
ment by governments to protect- 
ing the planet, they argue. 

Over 10,000 people are due to 
take part in the summit, 'with 
another 11,000 participating in 
the parallel meeting of develop- 
ment and environmental groups 
called the Global Forum. 

The environmentalists have 
chosen a downtown- Rio park as 
their exhibition she. But heads of 
scale wfll meet in a vast confer- 
ence complex 30 kilometres out 
of the city. 

At both sites, workmen were 
hammering, painting and joining 
wires in a last-minute rush before 
the opening ceremonies. 

Some 30,000 troops and police 


will be on security duty. 
Armoured cars guard key in- 
tersections and heavily armed 
troops line the roads. 

Rio, a city of stunning beauty 
combined with abject poverty, 
has had a facelift with a four-lane 
highway to speed visiting officials 
through poor suburbs near the 
airport. 

Brazil's two national pastimes, 
carnival and football, have not 
been forgotten. * 

Children from a top samba 
school, a frequent champion in 
Rio's annual carnival, wfll parade 
through the parallel meeting to 
encourage the teaching of en- 
vironmental awareness. 

Brazil’s football idol, Pele, 
named a special Earth Summit 
ambassador, is' also scheduled to 
kick off a football match Monday 
between a Kenyan and a Brazi- 
lian team made up of street chil- 
dren to underline the U.N.’s 
commitment to development 


NEW YORK (R) — Dandng At 
Lughnasa, an Irish play wife a 
hard name to pronounce, won 
top drama honours at tbe 1992 
Tony Awards Sunday; while 
Crazy For You, a new musical 
based on old George Gershwin 
songs, was named the year’s best 
musical. Crazy For You won four 
awards while Dancing At Lugb- 
uasa won three. But the night’s 
biggest cheers went to a revival of 
Guys And Dolls, which was 
named best revival and its star. 
Faith Prince, was named best 
leading actress in a musical — a 
guarantee of Broadway stardom 
for the flame-haired newcomer. 
Veteran Hollywood actress 
Glenn Close was named best- 
actress in a straight play for her 
performance as the Chilean tor- 
ture victim in Ariel Dorfrnan's 
international hit. Death And The 
Maiden. Judd Hirsch, star of the 
long-cunning television series 
Taxi, won his second Tony. He 
was named best actor in a play for 
his work in Conversations With 
My Father, which he- called fee 
“role of my life." Tap (lancer 
Gregory Hines was named best 
actor in a musical for his por- 
trayal of tortured jazz - legend 
Jelly Roll Morton in Jelly’s List 
Jam. Dancing at Lughnasa, a 
drama by Irish playwright Brian 
Friel about five maiden aunts in 
Ireland in the 1930s, also earned 
awards for Patrick Mason for best 
director and Brid Brennan for 
best featured actress. . . 


Concert rocks 
for Chernobyl kids 


MOSCOW (AP) — Foreign and ^ 
Russian musicians rocked centra^ 
Moscow in a benefit concert for 
children suffering the effeds of 
fee 1986 Chernobyl nudear plant 
accident. Some 10,000 people 
filed into the huge Manezh 
Square adjacent to the Kremlin 
to hear the Blues Band of Britain 
and the New Animals from the 
United States. Rumours had 
syqrled around Moscow, for 
weeks that Mick Jagger of. the 


Rolling Stones and singer Joan 
Jett would appear, but they 


didn't. “We want to attract atten- 
tion of all the world to the prob- ! 
ietns of healing and helping tbe 
children who suffered from the 
Chernobyl catastrophe, children 
who are not guilty of anything but . 
who have been made to suffer," 
said the conceit's coordinator, 
Sergei Kharchenko. Among the 
performers expected were South- 
side Johnny from the United | 
States,, Desert Train from ! 
Sweden, and Andreas Vollen- 
weider from Switzerland. 


Andrew, Fergie go 
own ways after 
weekend trip 


BALMORAL, Scotland (R) — 
Britain's Prince Andrew and his 
wife the Duchess of York went 
their separate ways with no sign 
that a weekend on Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s Scottish estate had 
brought any reconciliation for the 
estranged couple. There had 
been intense speculation in the 
British media that they might 
come to some understanding dur- 
ing their stay with' their two 


young daughters in a cottage oil. 
the Balmoral estate. But Britain 
Press Association news agency 
said the view was gaining ground 
that tfie weekend was simply a 
family get-together for the sake 
of the couple’s two children, 
Beatrice, aged three, and Euge r 
nie. two. The agency said Prince 
Andrew and the duchess may 
have used their meeting to final- 
ise some of the small print of the 
marriage breakdown settlement. 
TTiP nnrUH* 


The prince, the queers second 
son, left Balmoral early Sunday 


for Northern Ireland, where he is 
due to carry out a series of private 
visits with army units. 


New light bulb ha* 
18 -year life span 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ir 
first breakthrough in ele 
lighting in over half a centu 
California ■ company has 
veloped a light bulb that wfl 
more than 18 years, the 
Angeles .Tunes reported Sur 
“We think it is the most si] 
cant advance in high-effidei 
candescent lighting that's 
pened” Pierre Vill ere, chai 
of Intersource Technologic 
of Sunnyvale, California, tol 
The makers di 
oevice, known as the elect 
OT “E-Lamp", estisu 
wp last up to 20,000 hours 
ine span of more titan 18 ye 
the bulb is burned an avera 
three hours a day. That 
times longer than ioc&nde 
bulbs — the most widely;. 
household fighting - — and' 1 
as long as flourcscent fights. 
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